The Rolls-Royce Royal Swan Car of Maharaja of Nabha ( see page 10 for history )
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER

SAVVA Office Bearers
2019/2020
President:: Gavin Allison

The global COVID-19 pandemic has not only brought
death and illness to some, it has caused much disruption to our daily lives. To reiterate on what is now
“old news”, we realise and acknowledge that motor
sport in South Africa and world-wide, has come to a
halt. Clubs cancel one after the other their important
and supreme events, and many of us have difficulty to
accommodate all the changes and to adapt to the
prohibitions. We all yearn to be with friends and to
use our old cars again. One thing is sure: a new
“normal” is busy developing for the (unknown) future.

Chairman:

Philip Kuschke

Vice Chair- John Reidy
man:
Secretary / Pam Hall
Motorsport
SAVVA
dating

Peter Hall

However, from this series of uncertainties and restrictions, some positive spin-offs came forth. We had
sufficient time to spend with our families – eating together for example, time to improve relationships and
time to ponder on what really matters in life. And
yes, we surely had enough time to finish all those outstanding chores in and around the garage.
Continued on next page
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER (continued)

Die Nasionale Raad van SAVVA het ook gedurende hierdie grendeltydperk, geleentheid
gehad om te besin oor die werkwyse waarop SAVVA bestuur word. Vir ons was dit ‘n
besonders geseënde tyd gewees, aangesien ons kennis gemaak het met ZOOM en ander elektronies-tegnologiese maniere om vergadering te hou. Sodoende kon ons ook
meer tyd aan SAVVA-sake spandeer. Omtrent al die uitstaande take, soos die
hersiening van die grondwet en handboek, en die hernuwing van die publieke
aanspreeklikheidspolis is so te sê afgehandel.
Met die COVID-19 beperkinge en onsekerhede wat dit meebring, plaas dit ‘n groot
vraagteken op die beplande 2020 SAVVA Algemene Jaarvergadering. Die Nasionale
Raad is tans besig om te kyk na alternatiewe maniere waarop ons die 2020 SAVVA Algemene Jaarvergadering kan hou.
With the strength of our Heavenly Father, many positive prospects and opportunities
will follow from the world-wide pandemic. With the new normal awaiting us, the old
car movement will also have the chance to be led to new heights.
Keep the OLD wheels rolling ... but only in your own garage!
x

Regards
Philip Kuschke
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WHO STARTED A TREND BY SPRAYING CHAMPAGNE ON THE VICTORY PODIUM

Dan Gurney about to
spray the champagne
after winning the 1967
Le Mans.

?

5

His co-driver A J Foyt is
on his left.

SPRAYING THE CHAMPAGNE

The other answer is the 1969 French Grand Prix, won by Sir Jackie Stewart. According to
him, the champagne was left out on the podium in the rather toasty sun before the start of
the race, and by the time he tried to open the champagne, after removing the muselet from
the bottle, the cork flew off, spraying champagne skyward.
In an attempt to reduce the waste, Jackie tried to use his thumb as a stopper, but this only
served to further pressurise the champagne, spraying it far and wide.
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With thanks to Alex Duffey

BUICK CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA - 20 Years of excellence (20002020). PART 2 ( PART 1 IN MARCH 2020 EDITION OF AutoNewS )

A line-up of beautiful Buicks and Cadillacs at Angela’s Picnic on Sunday 7 April 2013 at Delta Park

The second event of 2013 was the Buick/Cadillac/Oldsmobile Concourse at the Johannesburg Country Club on
Sunday 5 May. It was attended by 9 Buicks, 14 Cadillacs and 5 Oldsmobiles. The third event of 2013 was the
Club’s Annual Heritage Meet and Annual General Meeting at the VVC grounds on 29 September 2013. The
event was attended by 7 Buicks, 7 Cadillacs and 3 Oldsmobiles. The Club’s final event for 2013 was the Cape
event at Welmoed Wine Estate on 27 October 2013. This event was attended by 8 Buicks and 3 Cadillac’s.

Adina & Dave Katz’s 1970 Oldses and Godfrey Berry’s 1936 Olds on 29 September 2013 at VVC Clubhouse

In spite of the rather difficult economic times, the Buick Club of South Africa with its Cadillac and Oldsmobile
Chapters held a number of very successful events in 2014. At Angela’s picnic at Delta Park on Sunday 6 April
only 9 cars, all Cadillacs, were exhibited. The Club’s premium annual event in the Gauteng Region, the 3rd GM
Concours at the Johannesburg Country Club on 4 May 2014, was attended by a record 43 high quality cars. The
most prestigious Club award for the greatest contribution to the Buick Club since its inception in 2000, was this
year awarded for the first time, and it went to the Club’s founder, Professor Alex Duffey.

Continued on next page
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In 2015 a new committee, consisting of Rudolph Nicholson (Chairperson), Kobus Mostert (Vice-Chair), John Jacobs and Donald Bennett joined old stalwarts such as Alex Duffey, George Shipway, Jan Burger, Adina Katz and
Matthew Greeff to run the Club. On 5 April the Club again supported the popular annual Angela’s Picnic at Delta Park. The Club’s annual Johannesburg Country club event was held on Sunday 7th June and 28 cars were exhibited. These included 5 Buicks, 15 Cadillacs and 8 Oldsmobiles.
An outstanding achievement in 2016 was the addition of the Pontiac make to the Buick Club of South Africa with
its Cadillac, Oldsmobile and Pontiac Chapters. It was generally agreed that these beautiful cars deserve to be admired and respected next to the other major GM makes such as Cadillac, Buick and Oldsmobile and Tyrone Tozer
was approached to run this new chapter. The highlight event of 2016 was again the annual Buick Club of South
Africa with its Cadillac, Oldsmobile and Pontiac chapters concours event 1 May 2016 at the Johannesburg country club, where 10 Buicks, 11 Cadillacs, 3 Oldsmobiles and 3 Pontiacs were exhibited. The other highlight of 2016
was Buick Club of South Africa with its Cadillac, Oldsmobile and Pontiac chapter’s annual Western Cape event on
Sunday 23 October 2016 at the Croydon Olive Estate, where 19 stunning, rare GM cars were on show, including
12 Buicks, 5 Cadillacs and 2 Pontiacs.

A row of beautiful Cadillacs and Buicks at the concours event on 1 May 2016 at the Johannesburg country club

A Pontiac and four 1958 Buicks at the Croydon Olive Estate on 23 October 2016.

Continued on next page
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The two highlights that stood out for 2017 were the 6th Annual Concours Event at the Johannesburg Country Club on 7 May 2017, where a record 44 vehicles were exhibited which included 10 Buicks, 13 Cadillacs,
2 Oldsmobiles, 11 Pontiacs, 4 Chevrolets, 2 Opels and 2 Vauxhalls and a special 10 year celebration of the
Western Cape Event on 22 October 2017 at the Niel Joubert Wine Estate, Klein Simondium, where 23 outstanding cars were exhibited, 15 Buicks, 4 Cadillacs, 2 Oldsmobiles and 2 Pontiacs.

Beautiful Cadillacs at the 6th Annual Concours Event at the Johannesburg Country Club on 7 May 2017.

The new Chairman for 2018 was Donald Bennett, who was supported by Rudolph Nicholson, Chris Palk,
Alex Duffey, Tyrone Tozer, Jan Burger and Ronald Gradidge. Like 2017 the year 2018 also had a number of
The Vryheid contingent
outstanding highlights such as the annual Johannesburg Country Club event on Sunday 6 May 2018, the
Cars in the Park event on Sunday 5 August, the annual AGM at the VVC Club grounds in Johannesburg on
30 September 2018 and finally the Western Cape Event at the Croydon Olive Estate Clubhouse on 21 October 2018.

Buicks, Cadillacs, Oldsmobiles and Pontiacs at the Western Cape Event at the Croydon Olive Estate Clubhouse on 21 October 2018.

Kuschke
ContinuedEmil
on next
page
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Although at the time of writing this overview of the history of the Buick Club of South Africa with its Cadillac,
Oldsmobile and Pontiac chapters the year 2019 had not yet run its full course, the success of the 8th Buick Club concourse at the Johannesburg Country Club on 5 May 2019 is unsurpassed and will be hard to beat in future. Sixty-five
superb vehicles of great variety were exhibited and flabbergasted the visitors and special guests. These included 13
Buicks, 16 Cadillacs, 6 Oldsmobiles, 8 Pontiacs, 13 Chevrolets, 3 Holdens, 3 Opels and 3 Vauxhalls. This event bodes
well for the coming 20th year of the existence of the Buick Club of South Africa with its Cadillac, Oldsmobile and
Pontiac chapters in 2020.

A magnificent array of vehicles at the 8th Buick Club concourse at the Johannesburg Country Club on 5 May 2019

XxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXXxXXxXxXxXxXxXxXxXxX

Articles for publication in the SAVVA
AutoNewS are always welcome .
email rascher@futurenet.co.za or
iaminpmb@gmail.com
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The Rolls Royce Royal Swan Car of Maharaja of Nabha

When the car made its slow progress on the streets it
had the gracious appearance of a swan taking to water.

Nabha 200, one of the Rolls Royce collection of Maharaja
Ripudaman Singh of Nabha has been taken to the Netherlands. This Swan Car was made by JW Brooke. The baby
swan car called the Cygnet Car was built by the Maharaja
and was probably the first electric car that was made solely
in India. These concept cars are now in Louwman Museum
in the Netherlands
Rolls- Royces in India continued on next page
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The Indian Maharajas who were introduced to the Rolls-Royce brand by the British
had taken an instant liking to it and money was never a concern to them. By the
late 1920s, hundreds of Rolls Royce cars were owned by Maharajas across India
and when these Maharajas realized that every other Maharajas were buying RollsRoyce, they began to order customized cars to differentiate themselves & outdo
each other through extravagant customizations. By the 1940s, there were more
than a thousand Rolls Royce cars in India.

Rolls Royce
extravaganza
by
Indian
Maharajas
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SAVVA TECHNICAL TIP NUMBER 155 PART 1

Correct tyre pressures
This has always been a favourite subject of mine.
We find most people using a tyre pressure in the order of 200 to 220 kPa in both the
front and the rear tyres. It would also seem that this is the pressure that most service
stations would recommend if a driver did not know the recommended pressure for
their vehicle. When we have new tyres fitted on our vehicle, or have the pressure
checked at most tyre dealers, this is almost certainly the pressures that will be used.
The motor vehicle manufacturers spend a fortune on design, development and then
testing of vehicles before they are put into mass production. During this development
and testing stage, they will evaluate different components, with tyres being one of
them, and test them under many different and varied conditions, as well as with
different tyre pressures. Ultimately, they will come up with recommended tyres for
the vehicle, and these are the ones that would be fitted to the vehicle at the time that
it comes out of the plant, and they will also come up with recommended pressures for
different conditions. These pressure will consider things like safety in the form of vehicle handling, tyre temperature build up, to ensure that excessive heat is not generated
in the tyres, particularly during high speed driving, braking characteristics, wear
patterns, tyre life, comfort and fuel economy. You will also almost certainly find differing tyre pressure front and rear.
Should you change to a non approved tyre on the vehicle, or use different tyre pressures to those recommended by the vehicle manufacturer, you will change the handling characteristics of the vehicle and at the end of the day, you could well have a
very dangerous condition.
Use the tyre pressures as recommended by the vehicle manufacturer. They have gone
to great lengths to come up with pressures that will enable the vehicle to handle in
the manner in which they intended.
Rodney Idris

February 2020
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Tyre Pressure Build-up
As a pneumatic tyre rotates, the tyre pressure will increase, or build-up. This is quite
normal.
There is a popular belief that tyres will burst if they build-up too much pressure. You
need not concern yourself about passenger tyres bursting under these circumstances as
the pressure at which the tyre will burst is probably 5 to 6 times the pressure at which it
would normally operate – so don’t worry.
However, what is important about pressure build-up is that it is controlled to no more
than 20% of the cold starting pressure. In other words, if it started at 200kPa or 2.0 Bar,
and the tyre builds-up to 240kPa, this would be quite acceptable. At this point the tyre
would probably have a contained air temperature in the order of 70ºC – which is well
within acceptable limits.
The problems arise when the tyre pressure build-up is in excess of the 20% from the
Cold starting pressure. As an example, should the tyre start at a cold pressure of 180kPa, or 1.8 Bar, and build-up to a hot operating pressure of 240kPa, this would in fact be
a 33% pressure build-up. Under these circumstances, the tyre would be getting too hot,
and the contained air temperature would now be in the order of 115ºC. If the tyre gets
too hot there is a danger and very good likelihood that the structure of the tyre will
start to degenerate with the resultant tyre failure. This failure can either be in the form
of a blow out or merely separation of the components – both of which can have disastrous effects on vehicle stability when it happens.
In order to prevent this happening, ensure that the tyre pressures are maintained at
those recommended by the vehicle manufacturer. These are COLD tyre pressure recommendations, and should be checked every second week.

Rodney Idris

March 2020
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CARS FROM THE PAST

1908 Rolls-Royce

J UNE 2020

CARS FROM THE PAST

1909 White Model M steamer

1909 Auto Show in Minneapolis
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CARS FROM THE PAST

Model of 1927 Rolls -Royce
Twenty Roadster Coupe

1933 Cadillac
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CARS FROM THE PAST

Charles Chaplin’s
1929 Pierce -Arrow
touring car

1934 Hispano-Suza
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CARS FROM THE PAST

Tony Curtis with his 1937 Bentley Derby 4.25 litre Vanden Plas roadster

1960 Plymouth Fury
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Steve McQueen’s iconic 1968 Ford Mustang GT from the film “Bullitt” sells for $3.4 million
at Mecum Auctions in Kissimmee, Florida.

Steve McQueen burning rubber
in 'Bullit' (1968). Source: IMDB

STEVE MCQUEENS FAMOUS MUSTANG FROM
“BULLITT” WAS FOUND 50 YEARS AFTER THE
RELEASE OF THE FILM
FOR THE “BACK STORY” ‘OF STEVE
MCQUEENS BULLITT MUSTANG SEE THE
NEXT PAGE

Every movie car chase has to
be compared to Steve
McQueen's car chase
in Bullitt (1968). In the film, a '68
Mustang GT fastback driven by
McQueen runs wild in the
streets of hilly San Francisco,
chasing and being chased by a
'68 Dodge Charger. The chase
lasts over 10 minutes, and
for muscle car fans and regular
folks it's a mesmerizing sequence. It just keeps going, and
going, and going.

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of
iconic movie "Bullitt" and its fanfavorite San Francisco car
chase, Ford introduces the new cool
and powerful 2019 Mustang ...
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UNTIL RECENTLY THE FAMOUS CAR WAS THOUGH TO BE LOST TO THE WORLD. THE FAMOUS MUSTANG
FROM THE MOVIE “BULLITT” WAS FOUND 50 YEARS AFTER THE RELEASE OF THE MOVIE AND WAS UNVEILED IN DETROIT.
A STUDIO EXECUTIVE IN LOS ANGELES HAD BOUGHT THE CAR DRIVEN BY MCQUEEN.
8 YEARS LATER A NEW JERSEY INSURANCE EXECUTIVE ROBERT KIERAN SAW THE CAR FOR SALE IN ROAD
AND TRACK MAGAZINE AND BOUGHT THE HISTORIC VEHICLE FOR $6000. STEVE MCQUEEN HIMSELF
REACHED OUT TO PURCHASE THE VEHICLE FROM HIM BUT ROBERT DECLINED. KIERAN DROVE THE CAR
FOR ABOUT 6 YEARS BEFORE RETIRING IT TO A GARAGE ON HIS PROPERTY IN 1980 AND NEVER DROVE
IT AGAIN.
New Ford Bullitt Mustang GT celebrates 50th anniversary of Steve McQueen blockbuster
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A smile for today

Motorcycle overload

