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Mark Broady at the start of the DJ Classic Rally
SAVVA Office Bearers

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
We are indeed living in a time where circumstances and activities
change very rapidly …. Things acceptable today are a big no-no
tomorrow!
SAVVA President, Gavin Allison and I have had the fantastic privilege to attend the 107th classic motorcycle rally, “The 2020 DJ
Run” from Johannesburg to Durban. For me it was a first encounter with the motorcycle guys, and it will most definitely not be the
last that the DJ will see of me! What an unbelievable experience
it was to see the 107 beautifully restored motorcycles displayed
together in one hall. It was a beautiful sight. In line with the SAVVA National Council’s goal to show interest in club activities Gavin
and I attended the entire DJ Run from start to finish. In my opinion the motorcycle division (1936 and earlier) is the healthiest of
all categories within SAVVA. It is exciting to see how involved the
youth is. Dads and sons riding together, daughters dusting their
dad’s motorcycle and then tackling the DJ, new young members
influenced by older members’ infectious spirit restoring a bike
and then participating …. This is the success story of the DJ family
Baie geluk aan Larina MacGregor en haar span vir die organisering
van die 50ste DJ tydren, na die her-instelling van hierdie besonderse tydren in 1970. Organiseerders van byeenkomste - soos
Larina - hou ons oumotor/oumotorfiets-beweging dinamies!
Nogmaals baie dankie aan alle organiseerders van byeenkomste
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER (continued)

landwyd vir jul opoffering en tyd – doen so voort, dit word waardeer.
The timing of the 2020 DJ has never been equalled. On Sunday 15 March during the prize-giving ceremony South Africa was functioning fine. Circumstances and activities change rapidly. And then, on
Sunday evening 15 March everything changed suddenly! By now it is old news: motorsport in South
Africa and worldwide has been forced to a standstill. Clubs and their members are requested kindly to
follow the emergency measures announced by the President and take the utmost care. Now is the
time to think creatively to survive this crisis.
We pray for relief for members already affected by this pandemic.
Die afsondering wat ons tans beleef, maak die herinneringe van die byeenkomste van die verlede
soos die DJ se saamwees en saamkuier net soveel meer besonders. Raak stil en dink terug, en troetel
al die besondere herinneringe wat jy al in ons beweging beleef het. Ons sien uit na die vryheid en
gesondheid om dit weer te kan geniet.
By the grace of our Heavenly Father we expect to see huge positive outcomes emanating from this
worldwide COVID–19 pandemic. I am excited about what lays ahead for the future of the old car
movement.
Keep the OLD wheels rolling ... but only in your own garage!
Regards
Philip Kuschke

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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DYED-IN-THE-WOOL MOTORCYCLIST MARK BROADY SCORES FIRST WIN IN DJ CLASSIC RALLY
By Roger Houghton
Mark Broady (43), a mechanical engineer living in Randburg, surprised many experienced motorcycle rallyists when he won the
50th commemorative Durban-Johannesburg (DJ) regularity trial for classic motorcycles on March 14. He accumulated an error
of only 146 seconds at the time check points on the 596 km route (241 km on Day 1 and 355 km on day 2).
Mark, who had the second best score on Day 1 (behind three-time winner Gavin Walton) and best score on Day 2, is a lifelong
motorcyclists, both as a commuter and competitor in all forms of two-wheel motor sport.
This was only Mark’s third DJ Run, having finished 40th in 2018 and 6th last year. The 1935 Velocette MAC he rode is the same
motorcycle on which his father, Barry, had been running a close second in the inaugural commemorative DJ Rally in 1970 when
a timing gear stripped and he had to retire about 20 km from the finish at City Deep in Johannesburg.
Father Barry Broady was also well known for winning the inaugural Roof of Africa in 1969 and following up with another win in
1970, both times riding a Honda. His son, Mark, is now restoring the Honda he rode in 1970.
This annual DJ Run celebrates the 50th anniversary of the staging of the first of these rallies that commemorated the original,
annual Durban-Johannesburg road race for motorcycles which took place between the two cities from 1913 until 1936 when
the authorities banned this type of motor sport event due to safety concerns.
The 2020 DJ Run which started from the Heidelberg Museum on Friday, March 13 and finished at the Shongweni Equestrian
Centre the following day, attracted an entry of 106 riders, with nine non-starters and 73 finishers. The finishing rate was still
impressive considering the “youngest” competing motorcycle was 84 years old and the oldest was the centenarian ABC Sopwith of Peter Gillespie.
Gillespie is a real fan of this little-known British motorcycle brand, which only produced motorcycles from 1914 – 1923. Gillespie’s 1920 machine, which he restored himself, using many specially made parts, finished a creditable 52 nd. However, his teammate, 80-year-old Paul Button, of Britain, who is also an ABC owner and worldwide registrar of the marque, was forced to retire with a broken tappet adjuster. Button still managed to cover more than 400 km on his loaned ABC and thoroughly enjoyed
the DJ Run experience.
Second overall this year was Ralph Pitchford on a 1936 BSA Blue Star with an error of 173 seconds. Pitchford, an experienced
off-road racer and Dakar competitor, is a preparer of immaculate motorcycles and won the DJ in 2016.
Third place was filled by Keegan Ward (32), who runs a tyre business in Randburg and is another rider with fairly limited experience in regularity rallying on a motorcycle. His error was 188 seconds.
A keen motorcyclist his whole life and son of Mike Ward, a regular DJ Run participant and winner of the 2004 event, Keegan
has competed in only four DJ rallies, with the last time being 2018 when he finished 15 th. He did much of the work restoring his
1936 Norton himself. He says his rally navigating skills have benefitted not only from advice from his father, Mike, but also
from two other experienced rallyists, Stuart Cunninghame, and Martin Davis.
This year’s event was certainly not easy for the big field, although the weather played along on Day 1 and most of Day 2. The
exception was a heavy squall of rain and hail which passed over the route on Saturday afternoon and affected the performance
of several competitors, including drowning the electrics of some of the motorcycles. The secondary roads that make up most
of the route were also rutted and potholed, while many speed humps also put a heavy strain on riders and their machines. On
the second day they were in the saddle for almost 11 hours!
The Binder family trio of father, Trevor, and his famous road racing sons, Brad and Darryn, all qualified as finishers. Darryn (23)
fared best, placing 43rd on a 1928 BMW R52, and collecting the award for the youngest rider to finish the event. He had previously ridden the DJ on a 98cc Francis Barnett when he was 16 and not permitted to ride a larger capacity motorcycle. He was
forced to retire after a number of punctures on that occasion.
His brother, former Moto3 world champion and now a KTM rider in MotoGP, Brad, finished 54 th on a 1935 Sunbeam. He had
problems with a broken rear mudguard bracket which required lots of cable ties to try and secure it. He also had a bolt come
loose in the clutch assembly. However, the big thing is that he finished, as did his father, Trevor, who came 44 th on his 1925
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(CONTINUED) DYED-IN-THE-WOOL MOTORCYCLIST MARK BROADY SCORES FIRST WIN IN DJ CLASSIC RALLY
By Roger Houghton
Indian Scout.
Six of the seven riders from outside South Africa also qualified as finishers: the Youngman trio from the United Kingdom,
Dorian Radue from Australia, Paul Button from the UK, and Anthony Weber from Zambia, while Andy Kaindl, of Germany,
was forced to withdraw at the end of Day 1.
Samantha Anderson, who rode a 1918 Harley Davidson, which was the oldest motorcycle entered in the event, had to
retire near the finish with a lack of spark for the 1 000cc V-twin engine.
The results on the DJ Run are calculated on arrival times at various checkpoints on the route as the riders try to stick as
closely as possible to the set speeds, with them being able to choose to run in one of three speed groups: 50, 60 or 70
km/h. The arrival times were at check points were logged electronically by an instrument carried by the rider and downloaded at the end of each day. The rider with the lowest time penalty was the winner.
The annual, international DJ Run is run under the auspices of the Vintage and Veteran Club of South Africa (VVC), and
organised by a committee with members from several local classic motorcycle clubs under the leadership of Clerk of the
Course Larina MacGregor, who was doing this arduous task for the third consecutive year.
RESULTS
Overall results: 1, Mark Broady (1935 Velocette MAC), 146 penalty points; 2, Ralph Pitchford (1933 BSA Blue Star), 173; 3,
Keegan Ward (1936 Norton Model 18), 188; 4, Gavin Walton (1936 AJS 9), 206; 5, Kevin Walton (1931 BSA Sloper), 219; 6,
Martin Davis (1930 Sunbeam 9), 228; 7, Allan Cunningham (1936 Velocette MSS), 237; 8, JC van Rooyen (1936 Ariel NH
350), 255; 9, Adrian and Gerald Hollis (1935 Sunbeam Lion sidecar combination), 257); 10, Mike Ward (1936 Velocette
MSS), 259.
Awards: Best performance by a woman rider – Bev Jacobs (1935 Triumph 21); Best performance by a first time rider: Kevin Kohler (1934 Triumph 350); Lowest score on Day 1 – Gavin Walton (1936 AJS 9); Lowest score on Day 2 – Mark Broady
(1935 Velocette MAC); Oldest motorcycle to complete the course – 1920 ABC Sopwith ridden by Peter Gillespie; Oldest
rider to complete the course – Neville Smith (1936 Ariel Red Hunter) who is 84; Youngest ride to complete the course –
Darry Binder (1928 BMW R52) who is 23; Nominated team - Team Prado (Martin Davis, Keegan Ward and Mike Ward);
Club team - Vintage Motorcycle Club (Mark Broady, Ralph Pitchford and Keegan Ward); Most DJ Runs completed – Kevin
Robertson (28 out of 30)

Barry Broady 1970

Mark Broady & Mark Palmer
Ian Holmes and Ralph Pitchford
The oldest (84)

Larina Ian and Keegan

and the
youngest
competitor (23)

Trevor Brad and Darryn
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By John Booth
Many clubs, churches, societies and other types of social entities are finding themselves
at 5 minutes to midnight and unless they get a fresh injection of new members their
days are numbered. As older members leave or die off they are not being replaced by
the younger generation. In America the Millennials make up around 22% of the population and will soon over take the baby boomers in terms of numbers. Yet they are not
joining clubs.
It has been said that the youth should rather join a club than isolate themselves by using social media such as Whatsapp and Instagram. However the youth are telling us
there is no difference between them and previous generations who used to sit in isolation and read a book all day. I would say they are partially correct. In essence there is
not much difference between a book and a tablet. One just a bit more advanced than
the other.
Social clubs were first started around the late 1890’s and quickly flourished in almost
every town across the UK. These were places where people could meet and play games
and socialise. Initially these clubs were alcohol free and became a refuge for those people who preferred a low key social experience rather than the rowdy public house. Later
alcohol was added as it could be distributed through the club, tax free. However the
British Government was quick to put a stop to this and alcohol was taxed as in public
houses. It soon became a rite of passage for a father to buy his son his first year’s membership when he became of age.
These social clubs became very popular and lasted for around 100 years before their
rapid decline in the 1990’s. Most of these clubs closed due to lack of members. Some
clubs that were started in flourishing small towns died out as the town died due to factory or mine closures. Many clubs that were situated in previously good areas closed
due to social decline of the area. The area became a no go zone due to crime or industrial activity.
So if we look at car or bike clubs in particular. Times are changing and more rapidly than
we realise. In some instances we may have gone full circle. With the overall stagnation
of membership in car clubs, what does appear to be creeping back are the American
diners from the 1950’s or the Hard Rock Cafes. Here offers a guy with an old car a social
experience when he wants it. Not tied down to some old car club with its rules and regulations, with its boring meetings and minutes, with its set meeting times, often in a
drab old club house full of honours boards and dated décor.
Continued on next page
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Competition to traditional cars clubs. Steam Punk Cars and Coffee. Attracted a lot of old cars, tractors
and motorcycles of different makes and ages. Young and old people came. Others were just passing by
and stopped to see the old vehicles. Why don’t old car clubs host such an event? Commercial entities
have and are taking the gap.

If I can digress slightly here. I watched an auction program from the UK. Amongst the
items that were on sale were honorary boards from a railway club that had started
around 1890 and now closed. A young guy was bidding for these boards and he won the
bid. When he was paying at the cashier, the auctioneer came over and asked if his
Grandfathers name was perhaps on one of the boards and that is why he wanted them.
The answer was no. He bought the boards because he wanted the ornate frames to put
mirrors in them. So it shows honorary boards and trophies are for the now and no guarantee they will last forever.

Many traditional clubs have become a ’99 one club’. Where 99% of the members do absolutely nothing for the club despite being asked on numerous occasions and leave it up
to the one percent who do all the work. As people’s
Continued on next page
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lives become more demanding, taking on additional tasks like running a club does put a
strain on relationships and often can lead to conflict within the club. This then entrenches the belief from the 99 group to be even more resistant to getting involved. Even traditional controlling bodies for motor sport or vintage car events may become irrelevant as
there is nothing stopping a group of people with licenced old cars from going on an
outing on a public road.

From Cars to Tractors to Motorcycles, people just enjoying the day. No fuss. People came and left as
they wanted. As old cars left more were arriving.

Some ‘clubs’ are going the Facebook route. No club house, no committee meetings, no
annual general meetings, no subs, none of the protocol of an organised club, no registering to take your car for a run with a group of friends. People often do not want to commit and their involvement is limited to how they perceive it to be comfortable. In other
words they don’t want to have to come back next week or next month, they want social
freedom.
I met a young guy who attempted to join a wood workers club. Before they got down to
the business of wood working. The chairman went through the protocol of the club, including a list of apologies from members who could not be there. The young guy could
not cope with the slow pace of the meeting. He said his age group have learnt to process
data at a rapid rate with instagram, Facebook and Whatsapp. He found it such a waste of
time sitting listening to
Continued on next page
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the protocol of the club, the apologies and those sick. To him it was all irrelevant. In the
end he found he could get more information on uTube at a faster rate and left.
So is it all doom and gloom. I would say yes it is, unless clubs can reinvent themselves.
Things are going digital. Researchers tell us people want to be entertained with new experiences. The hotel industry never saw Airbnb coming. The taxi industry never saw Uber coming. I doubt traditional clubs are seeing online car clubs or commercial entities
coming either and now run through social media. If you are going to try and encourage
the youth to become a member of your club I would say you are probably wasting your
time. If you have a Facebook page or Web site the youth are aware of your existence and
they will join if they want to.
Market researchers are telling us more than ever before that entertainment is rated
highly on most people’s agenda. They are looking for new experiences and that is where,
for entrepreneurs the money will lie. Ideas being mooted around are to convert club
houses into Diners or a Hard rock Cafe. So if the club house is located in a bad area then
perhaps sell it and call it a day or buy somewhere else. If it’s in a good area with good
business potential then open it to the public and run it as a diner or hard rock café.
In summary the youth are not joining clubs because:
The Vryheid contingent
They are not interested in the subject matter and or there is no entertainment factor.
They are not interested in club protocol, club politics, the slow pace of meetings and find
the whole experience very dated and boring.
They do not have the time or the money. (Millennials have been grouped as the poorest
generation since the great depression)
The club house is in a bad area or too far way.
They find the club house décor dated and depressing.
They don’t want to spend their weekends helping to maintain a club house and or
cutting the grass.
A club will need to be reinvented to remain relevant. Other than that clubs will probably
fail. It’s a sign of the times, I would say modern erosion of an era coming to an end. If
you the last one to switch off the light in the club house. In the greater scale of things
does it really matter. Look back on the fun times. Like a New Year’s Eve Party. It was good
while it lasted, but time to say good bye
Emil Kuschke
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BUICK CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA - 20 Years of excellence (2000-2020).

Buicks exhibited at the founding of the Buick Club of South Arica on Sunday 6 August 2000 during the annual Pretoria Old
Motor Club’s “Cars in the Park”.

The Buick Club of South Africa was officially established on Sunday 6 August 2000 during the annual Pretoria
Old Motor Club’s “Cars in the Park”. Alex Duffey had invited 120 Buick owners throughout South Africa to the
event, to discuss the founding of such a club in South Africa. Ten owners of old Buicks brought cars for a show
on a stand allocated by the P.O.M.C. At 12:30 thirty-one Buick enthusiasts attended the meeting in a tent on
the Pioneer Museum grounds near the Buick stand. The 30 founder members, who attended this inaugural
meeting, were in numerical order: Alex Duffey, Bok van Heerden (deceased), Mick van Rensburg, Michael Jansen, Johan Meyer of Jeffreys Bay, Gerrie

Members of the first Executive Committee Alex Duffey, Daan Marais and Gerrie van Wyk

van Wyk (deceased), George Shipway (deceased), Duncan Shipway (deceased), Brian Hart, Abe Zeilinga, Schoeman Smit (deceased), Ty Terblanche, Tony Banning, Hennie van Jaarsveld, Freek Scholtz (Moved to New Zeeland), Daan Marais (deceased), Daantjie van der Walt, Peter Swan, Thys Roos, Herman Nel, Steve Snyman,
Sandy Grant (deceased), Thys Pienaar, Chris van Rensburg, Kobus van Jaarsveld (deceased), Phi Viljoen
(deceased), Rodney Norton, Theo van Rensburg, Paul Rich, Johann Scheepers and Murray Webb. Everyone present was enthusiastic and it was decided to call for the founding of the club. A Steering Committee consisting of
Alex Duffey (Chairperson), Daan
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Marais (Secretary) and Gerrie van Wyk (Membership) was elected to go ahead with the official establishment of
the club.
At the first Annual General Meeting held a year later on Sunday 5 August 2001 at the Pretoria Old Motor Club’s
“Cars in the Park”, the Steering Committee reported back on progress with contacting Buick owners throughout
South Africa and presented a draft constitution for ratification by the members. At this meeting the first Executive
Committee, consisting of Alex Duffey (Chairperson), Daan Marais (Treasurer), Gerrie van Wyk (Secretary), was
elected, the constitution was accepted and those present voted for an entry fee of R25 and an annual subscription
fee of R50 to join the newly established Buick Club of South Africa.
On 3 August 2003 twenty-five Buicks participated in the Centenary Exhibition of Buick at the Pretoria Old Motor
Club’s “Cars in the Park” and at the annual general meeting held at this function, it was decided that the committee should investigate the affiliation of the club with either SAVVA or SAMCA. Membership forms were approved and Alex’s design for the logo of the Buick Club of South Africa was accepted. By this time 63 Buick owners
had been located and encouraged to join the Club. SAVVA was approached to consider affiliation under the wings
of the Pretoria Motor Club.
At the fourth annual general of the Buick Club of South Africa on 1 August 2004 held at the Pretoria Old Motor
Club’s annual “Cars in the Park” and which was attended by 20 members, a new Executive Committee, consisting
of Roland Harington (Chairperson), Alex Duffey (Vice-chairperson & Newsletter editor), Chris Palk (Secretary &
Treasurer), Daan Marais (Social events), Gerrie van Wyk and Leon Oeloffse, was elected for the next three-year
term. At this meeting it was decided that the club should affiliate with SAVVA, that a Newsletter should be established and that all Buick owners throughout southern Africa should be invited to join the club. In December 2004
the Club’s first Newsletter “The Buick Nut” was published. In this year the club obtained regional representation
with the Buick Club of America and the Riviera Owners Association of America.
In 2005 the Buick Club of South Africa produced its already well-known regalia i.e. shirts, caps, license holders and
badges. Local chapters were established in the Western Cape with Len Schneider as Area representative, Limpopo
with Francois du Toit as Area representative and Kwazulu-Natal with Harvey van Heerden as Area representative.
The Buick Club of South Africa’s Website, www.Buickclubsa.co.za, was created and a highlight of the year was a
well-attended braai and photo-session at Swartkops Air Force Museum.

Daan Marais’ 1938, Sandy Grant’s 1936, Peter Swan’s 1931, Alex Duffey 1930 and Daan Marais’ 1931 at Swarkops Museum in
2005.
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In 2006 the Buick Club of South Africa was accepted as a member of the Pre-war Buick Club of America and the
Newsletter The Buick Nut was produced in full colour for the first time. The now well-known colour cover of The
Buick Nut was designed by Alex Duffey. Fifteen Buicks had the centre Arena at the Piston Ring Club’s American
Car Day on 19 February 2006, but the most important event of the year was when The Buick Club of South Africa
was accepted as a full SAVVA member in September 2006. On 8 October the Western Cape Region arranged a
get-together of Buick owners with a run out to Paarl and a lunch at the Fairview Wine Estate followed by tea at
the Early Ford Club in Parrow. In spite of the Sunday dawning overcast and raining, no less than 17 Buicks turned
up at the car park at Fairview Wine Estate.

Les Boshoff’s 1940 Super, Alf Dolt’s 1940 model 61C convertible Phaeton, Tienie Marais’ 1948 Super and Roger Scheibe’s 1939 L90 at the
car park at Fairview Wine Estate.

By the end of 2007 the Buick Club had 78 paid-up members including 12 paid-up life members and Roland
Harington’s three-year term of able leadership of the Buick Club of South Africa came to an end when he relocated to Somerset West in the Western Cape. Chris Palk then became the new Chairperson, with Alex Duffey
as Vice-Chairperson and Newsletter Editor, George Shipway as Treasurer, Theo Janse van Rensburg as Secretary
and Daan Marais, Jan Burger and Justus de Waal as additional Committee members. As usual the Buick Club participated in the Pretoria Old Motor Club’s American Day in February, the Any Dam Wheels event in Krugersdorp
in March, the Piston Ring’s “American Day” in June and P.O.M.C.’s “Cars in the Park” in August. The highlights of
the events of this year, however, were the Western Cape event held at Niel Joubert’s magnificent wine farm in
November and the visit to Gerrie van Wyk’s resort on the Vaal River in December.

Alex Duffey’s 1908 Buick and Chris Palk’s 2008 Cadillac at Cars in Park at Swartkops on 3 August 2008 to celebrate 100 years of GM.

Continued on next page
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One of the great highlights of the Buick Club of South Africa in 2008 was the GM Centennial Celebration at the
Piston Ring Club on 18 May, which was organized by Chris Palk and Theo van Rensburg. More than 400 GM vehicles were on show and a prestigious Centennial DVD was produced. On 3 August 17 beautiful Buicks, dating between 1908 and 1972 were on exhibit at the P.O.M.C’s annual “Cars in the Park” and on 25 an 26 October the
Western Cape Region held a special event to celebrate 100 years of General Motors. Chris Palk, however, relinquished his Chairmanship of the Buick Club of South Africa after one year in office, due to work pressure, but remained on the Excom as Vice-chairman and Alex Duffey again became Chairman for the remainder of Chris’ term,
which would run to the end of 2010.

A review of what the Club did during 2009 would clearly show that the Buick Club of South Africa was alive and
well. On Sunday 8 March a very successful gathering at the Centenary Car Club’s “Any Dam Wheels” event at the
Tarlton Raceway was held with 6 Buicks on show. On 1 November the Western Cape Region arranged an All GM
event on Kobus and Una Rossouw’s farm “The Gables” between Kraaifontein and Durbanville. Many beautiful GM
vehicles were exhibited and 12 Buicks ranging between 1931 and 1968 took pride of place.
A milestone event in 2010 was the creating of a Cadillac Chapter in the Club, not only to bring together GM’s upmarket production vehicles, but also to boost numbers, since there are just so many Buick owners in the country.
The Cadillac Chapter was co-ordinated by the well-known Cadillac collector, Rudolph Nicholson, who was also a
member of the Executive of the Buick Club of South Africa. In September a very prestigious 10-year celebratory
event was held at the VVC Grounds in Johannesburg, which was attended by many members from all parts of the
country. Beautiful Buicks and Cadillacs were exhibited and the Buick Club showed that it could arrange such an
important event with great success. At this event the 10th Anniversary Buick publication was launched. In November the year was closed off with a fantastic event at the Wine Estate of Niel and Enita Joubert near Paarl.
More than 40 members gathered with their families and friends and many with their beautiful cars under the
oaks to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Buick Club of South Africa in the Western Cape.

The Buick Club Committee with our host & organisers at the Western Cape Event on 7 November 2010: Back row l.-r.: Jan Burger, Niel
Joubert, George Shipway, Alex Duffey, Lize, John’s friend, John Smith, Enita Joubert and Chris Palk. Front row l-r: Hans Matter, Theo van
Rensburg and Len Schneider. Marie Joubert, Niel’s granddaughter in the front row.

Continued on next page….
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Once more the Club had a very eventful year in 2011. In July Vice-Chairman, Chris Palk, visited the Buick National in Colorado in America and contacted members of the Buick Club of America. Another milestone event
this year was the Western Cape event at the Jan Burger Sports fields in Parow on 6 November, where the
Buick Club with its Cadillac Chapter successfully participated in the Cape Classic Car Show.
As in the past 2012 again had some memorable highlights for the Buick Club of South Africa with its Cadillac
Chapter. At the annual Angela’s picnic car show held at Delta Park on Sunday 1 April 8 Cadillac motor cars
representing 6 decades of Cadillac motoring splendour were exhibited.

A total of 8 Cadillacs made an appearance at Angela’s picnic on 1 April 2012 at Delta Park.

Then at the first Concours of the Buick Club of South Africa with its Cadillac Chapter on Sunday 3 June 2012
there were 10 Buicks and 14 Cadillacs. At the Club’s AGM and Motor Show on 30 September at the VVC
grounds in Johannesburg, 15 cars were on show, six Cadillac’s and nine Buicks. At this AGM a new Chairperson, Rudolph Nicholson, and Vice-Chairperson, Matthew Greeff, were elected and it was unanimously decided to include Oldsmobile as part of the Club. Adina Brechman, a well-known Oldsmobile collector in Johannesburg, was chosen to co-ordinate the new Oldsmobile chapter.

A row of beautiful Buicks at the Johannesburg Country Club on 3 June 2012.

To close off the year the Cape Regional Committee planned a special event for Buicks, Cadillacs and Oldsmobiles at the
Duckpond Restuarant, Welgemoed Wine Estate for Sunday 4 November. There were 8 Buicks and 3 Cadillacs at the
event.

BUICK CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA - 20 Years of excellence (2000-2020). To be concluded in the June 2020 edition of AutoNewS
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SAVVA Technical Tip 153 – Hungry Rats
In recent times there appears to be an infestation of rats in many towns and cities – both
the two and four legged variety. However, as a owner of a few old cars the four legged
variety are the ones that concern me most and the following could be a solution to this
problem.
A friend recently purchased a very nice series one Jag XJ6 with a manual transmission.
A lovely car but since the demise of the previous owner some time ago it has stood
around rather unloved. He quite rightly saw the potential in this stunning car – possibly
one of the finest Jags ever built and destined to be a serious classic (my humble opinion). A rebuilt engine was fitted and it was heading for the paint shop when it was discovered the rats had made a meal of the wiring under the dash. Can you imagine what it's
going to be like rewiring it? Never mind the cost, auto electricians run for the hills when
you approach them to take on rewiring jobs like this.
A recent visit to a Midas shop came up with a product that may have a solution to this
happening to the vehicles we have in storage or don't use very often. Displayed on the
counter was box of Rat Repellent spray cans. Apparently numerous of their customers
have also had rat problems. It appears even rats are finding things tough in current times
and have had to revert to eating car wiring.
This could be a good investment at around R75.00 a can.
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SAVVA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020
Century Run

VCC KZN

February 2
February 6 – 7
February 8 - 9
March 8
March 13-14
March 15
March 21
March 21 – 22

Kalk Bay Veteran Run
Vet Tour
George Car Show
Any Wheels Day
DJ Commemorative Run
Swap Meet
Summer Rally
OD Inggs Memorial

CHC Cape
SCOCC George
SCOCC George
Centenary Car Club
VVC Jhb / Durban
Piston Ring Jhb
POMC
Albany Vintage Club

May 1
May 2 – 8

Dam Busters Run
Austin Healey Tour

May 3
May 16 - 17
May 24
May 31
June 6
June 6

Knysna Motor Show
Natal Classic
Cradle Run
Cars in the Park
Mampoer Rally
Vryheid Cars in the Park
Vryheid Airfield
Best of British
VDubs Harvard Drive
Lowveld Old Wheels Car
Show
Rustenburg Motor Show
1000 Bike Show
VCC Hillcrest Car Chow
Cars in the Park
Cars in the Park

Sunbeam Club
Austin Healey Club
Knysna
GRMC
Knysna
CMCN
Durban
VVC JHB
VSCC
Ashburton
POMC
Pretoria
VVCC Vryheid

June 14
June 20
June 21
June 27
July 4-5 (tentative)
July 5
August 2
August 8
August 7 - 10
August 13 - 15
SEPTEMBER 12th

VCC Durban
Jacaranda Beetle Club
Ilanga Mall Nelspruit
Golden Oldies
CMC Germiston
VCC
Durban
POMC
Zwartkops
OFSVCC

September 20
September 24
September 28 – 1st
October
October 3

Prowl
Magnum Rally
SAVVA AGM QUEENSTOWN
Swap Meet
National Drive It Day
Veteran & Vintage National
Rally
Old Auto Welkom Car Show

DECC
Durban
POMC
Queenstown Automobile Club
Piston Ring
All SAVVA Clubs
Vryheid Old Car Club
Drakensburg area
Old Auto Club Welkom

October 4

Air Cooled Day

POMC

October 15 – 17

Post Vintage & Post 45 National/ Rendezvous Rally
Studebaker Car Show
Fairest Cape Tour
Maluti Motor Show

OFSVCC

October 25
November 1 – 3
November 7

Studebaker Club Irene
CVMCC
Maluti Antique Auto &
Machine Club
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FROM THE DESK OF SAVVA - 12

COVID 19 AND SAVVA MOTORSPORT EVENTS
Since our last communication to clubs on Monday 16 March 2020 , SAVVA National
Council has been closely monitoring the developments with regard to the coronavirus
pandemic in South Africa and worldwide.

Based on the information available, it is clear that this situation is not one that is going
to be resolved in the short term and therefore the suspension of SAVVA-sanctioned motorsport events already in place, is hereby extended to the end of April. The status with
regard to the pandemic will be reviewed again after the Easter weekend, when the
schools are currently scheduled to return.

On behalf of SAVVA National Council we would like to extent our deepest empathy to
members that have been directly affected by the COVID 19 virus. We pray for a speedy
recovery for members and their loved ones.

SAVVA National Council, 24 March 2020
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Why Swedes Love Classic American Cars
Swedes caught onto the classic American car craze more than half a century ago. The country boasts more restored 1950s classics than the US, according to some estimates. An estimated 5,000 classic cars — such as Pontiac Silver Streaks and Plymouth Road Runners — are shipped to Sweden each year. And the fervor built around
these cars is fueling a subculture of American nostalgia in Scandinavia. Ulf Witasp, 46, was just a kid when he
started obsessing over "mopars," or American muscle cars outfitted with Chrysler's special line of motor parts.
"When I was 10, there was illegal street racing in my town, RÃ¤ttvik," he said. "It was a '68 Hemi 'cuda, which is
very, very rare. And the other car was a '71 Charger RT. Both mopars. So I became a mopar man." Witasp is
among thousands of muscle car diehards in Sweden. He organized this annual muscle car event in the quiet
mountain village of Orsa. Owners of Ford Mustangs and Plymouth Barracudas show off their gleaming hot rods
in a big grass field. Others take turns racing down an airstrip. These cars were once driven on American roads.
They were ditched in the mid-1970s for more modern and fuel-efficient models. They then started turning up
overseas. "We found out that these cars were almost for free, so we went over and bought them," Witasp said.
These days, hobbyists like Hasse Eriksson are buying their cars online. Eriksson owns a 1969 Chevy Chevelle and
1970 Buick Elektra, but he's never set foot in the States. "I'm interested in all American cars and I have one
from Riverside, Los Angeles, and one from Texas," Eriksson said. This car craze thrives here for a couple of reasons. For one, in rural Sweden, big barns and large garages provide enough elbow room to restore these classic
cars. Then there's the sheer size of the cars, according to Ulf Witasp. "The good thing with cars from the '50s is
that they were big, you could get in 10 people and drink beer. Because in Sweden, we can drink beer while we
are in the car." The whole car craze spawned a subculture here — Raggare. Fredrik Tillberg, now 40, has been
living the raggare lifestyle for the past decade. For many raggare, that means picking up chicks, chugging cheap
beer, and riding around in a classic American car crammed with friends. But Tillberg had to sell his 1969 Dodge
Dart for a more family-friendly set of wheels. "My girlfriend is into these old cars and I hope my four children
all like it when they grow up," Tillberg said. Another popular American export you can hear on raggare car
speakers is rockabilly — though many of the bands are Swedish. Morgon Karlsson caught the rockabilly bug at
13. Today, he's 33 and sports a pompadour. He sells the rockabilly look — crisp dress shirts with checkered collars — at car shows across Sweden. "Pretty much, this is a way to help me to buy a car again." The car he wants
is a 1959 Cadillac that needs a lot of work. It costs about $50,000. "You have to put in at least the same amount
to get 'em rolling and get 'em in good shape," Karlsson said. "You can never get that kind of feeling in a new car.
That's for sure."

Classic American cars in Rättvik, Sweden.
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CARS FROM THE PAST

Vladimir Lenin with his wife in Rolls-Royce, Gorki Leninskiye,

Why did Vladimir Lenin drive the ultimate rich man's car? Did he not vow to create a classless state?
Over his life it’s reported that he owned 7 Rolls-Royces .
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It’s amazing how a virus has almost brought the whole world to a standstill

Old car clubs that organise events and shows are going to miss a much needed cash injection plus the
many charities that receive donations. The Pietermaritzburg , Vryheid and Knysna events have been
cancelled .
Good time to clean the garage and work on those old cars and bikes ready for the next event hopefully not too far into the future.
The tip about the rats is most relevant. Aisne was away and her car not used for 2 weeks. The rats ate
the wiring harness under the fancy plastic covers that are now used to hide the engine. What makes
me suspicious is that the car was serviced on 13 January and I found the problem on 27 January. Was
there no trace of rat infestation when it was serviced? It had gone for its 60,000km or 3 year service.
The car has only done 21,000 Kms so maybe it was just washed and sent back. The repair cost for the
wiring was R13,000 .
A few years ago when visiting Hershey we met group of Swedish buyers at the hotel where we were
staying. They had first been to Carlisle and bought a few cars. One chap had bought a lovely el
Camino which he was using to carry all the parts he had bought.
If you ever watched the TV show Gas Monkey Garage you would have seen Magnus Einnarsson. He
was a buyer of many Cadillacs from Richard Rawlings . Magnus has a business called Lone Star Cars in
Sweden
I was told that there are perhaps more 1948/9 Cadillac sedanettes (2 door fastback) in Sweden than
in the USA . It was the favourite car for US pilots who were stationed at the US airbase in Sweden
after WW2

Damage to the Mustang wiring harness

Opinions expressed in the AutoNewS by contributors are not necessarily those of SAVVA.
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1947 Bentley Mark V1 Cabriolet coachwork by Franay of France

1937 Cadillac V-16 Series 37-90

Fred
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A smile for today

Articles for publication in the SAVVA
AutoNewS are always welcome .
email rascher@futurenet.co.za or
iaminpmb@gmail.com

