CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Wat ‘n wonderlike voorreg om deel te kan wees van die Oumotorbeweging … een groot familie wat wyd
verspreid is, maar wat tog omgee vir mekaar!
As nuwe Voorsitter van SAVVA is dit vir my ‘n groot eer om op hierdie wyse die oumotorbeweging te kan
dien – om terug te ploeg wat die beweging aan my gebied het die afgelope 54 jaar. My pa, Erwin Kuschke, was een van die stigterslede van die POMK en as klein seuntjie het ek en my broers gereeld by die
VVC in Johannesburg (voor die stigting van die POMK), asook by die huidige klubhuis van die POMK
gespeel. As nege-jarige seun het my pa die liefde vir die beweging aan my as jong seun oorgedra toe
hy my sy Model T Ford leer bestuur het. Dit was hier waar die “aansteeklike siekte” my beetgepak het –
die siekte vir die bewaring van ons motor-erfenis.
On behalf of all SAVVA members, we want to thank the outgoing President, Peter Hall for his unselfish
and generous service to the old car movement over many years! Thank you Peter, we do appreciate all
your input and efforts. And how do we thank a person like Peter Vlietstra who, for many years has managed the dating of motorbikes with so much enthusiasm and dedication. Thank you for your dedication
and the competent manner in which you have carried out your duties. Both these persons leave a massive gap in the management of SAVVA.
Aan John Reidy – baie welkom op die Nasionale Raad! Ons sien uit om jou kundigheid tot voordeel van
alle lede te gebruik. Hartlik geluk aan Gavin Allison, met sy verkiesing as die nuwe President van SAVVA! Baie dankie vir die besondere wyse waarop jy SAVVA die afgelope drie jaar as voorsitter gedien het
– dit was ‘n plesier om saam met jou te kon werk.
Die nuwe Nasionale Raad van SAVVA is baie opgewonde oor die komende termyn en verbind hulle om
gereeld by die SAVVA-klubs te gaan inloer en klubfunksies by te woon. Dit is vir ons belangrik om te
weet hoe elk van die klubs funksioneer sodat ons mekaar kan ondersteun en help. Met die verskyning
van hierdie uitgawe sal die Maluti Motorskou in Bethlehem, op Saterdag 21 September, seker in volle
swang wees. Persoonlik sien ek baie uit daarna om self hierdie skou vir ‘n eerste keer by te woon. We
wish Tertius du Preez and his team all the best for the final arrangements for organising the Maluti Car
Show. The 2019 SAVVA National Tour for Veteran and Vintage Cars this year starts at the Maluti Car
Show in Bethlehem. This tour is being organised by the Model T Ford Club of South Africa. We wish
you a pleasant, enjoyable and trouble free tour through the Eastern Free State.
Enjoy the National Drive It Day on September 24, and give Fred Rascher feedback of what your Club
has organised on September 24 – Heritage Day.
Keep the OLD wheels rolling ...
Philip Kuschke
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SAVVA Technical tip 147 – ZDDP oil additives
The more I read about which engine oils I should be using in my older cars the more confused I become. Straight oils, multigrade oils, oils with this or that muti? I must admit I
use whatever is on special at the local stores and hope for the best. What I am aware of is
that modern engines use roller lifters on the camshafts to open and close the valves where
the early engines used lobes and mechanically pushed the valves open and it's a fact that
the lobes on the camshafts of older engines are being damaged by modern oils because of
the removal of a product called ZDDP.
I've just spent hours on the internet reading up about the product ZDDP ( Zinc Dialkyl Dithiphosphate) which the experts tell us that prior to1989 (in the USA) was added to oils to
protect the sliding motion of camshafts and that modern oils don't use it any more as is no
longer required. It also causes problems with catalytic converters in modern engines.
As we are aware special oils are available, for those who can afford them that is, designed
for use in older engines with the correct amount of ZDDP. The question is, is it possible
to add ZDDP to our typical super market oils?
At a recent discussion on the subject one of those knowledgeable chaps amongst us pointed out there was a product on the market designed to add to modern oils which will protect valve lifters in older engines - this obviously needed further investigation. A visit to
the local Midas uncovered the product in question made by Wynn's called Hydraulic
Valve Lifter concentrate. I contacted Wynn's and they confirmed that this product contains up to 5% ZDDP and is designed to assist with the sliding cam action in older engines. Is it the answer - could be, for a R110.00 an oil change it may be worth trying.
If anyone has any experience or anything to add to the above, or would like a copy of
Wynn's Material Data sheet pertaining to this product, please let me know. Are there any
other products available that can be recommended? What do the racing chaps use in early
engines? Please let me know at eric@anatomical.co.za
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THE FIRST MUSTANG
Gail Wise, 76, of Park Ridge, Ill., was the first buyer of a 1964 Ford
Mustang. She and the car are seen at Ford world headquarters in
Dearborn, Mich., on Aug. 8, 2018, celebrating the building of the 10
millionth Mustang.
KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL, DETROIT FREE PRESS

LEE IOCOCCA FATHER OF THE MUSTANG
Lee A. Iacocca, the visionary automaker who ran the Ford Motor Company and then the Chrysler
Corporation came to personify Detroit as the dream factory of America’s postwar love affair with
the automobile has died at the age of 94.

In an industry that had produced legends, from giants like Henry Ford and Walter Chrysler to the
birth of the assembly line and freedoms of the road that led to suburbia and the middle class, Mr.
Iacocca, the son of an immigrant hot-dog vendor, made history as the only executive in modern
times to preside over the operations of two of the Big Three automakers.
Detractors branded him a Machiavellian huckster who clawed his way to pinnacles of power in 32
years at Ford, building flashy cars like the Mustang, making the covers of Time and Newsweek
and becoming the company president at 46, only to be spectacularly fired in 1978 by the founder’s grandson, Henry Ford II.
But admirers called him a bold, imaginative leader who landed on his feet after his dismissal and,
in a 14-year second act that secured his worldwide reputation, took over the floundering Chrysler
Corporation and restored it to health in what experts called one of the most brilliant turnarounds
in business history.
At Chrysler he was responsible for the introduction of the K car and the mini van, the two vehicles that saved the Chrysler corporation.

Mr. Iacocca with a Ford Mustang in the
1970s. He brought out the Mustang in
1964, and it rang up $1.1 billion in net
profits over two years.
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PAST EVENTS
MAGNUM RALLY YET AGAIN A THRILLING CHALLENGE
Matthys Ferreira :
The 40th annual Magnum Rally took place over the weekend of August 15 to 17, its headquarters, as always, being the Numbi Hotel. This event is steeped in history and despite the economic challenges, it still boasted more
than 45 entrants, many of whom have competed multiple times over the years. Being a regular event, it offers
many challenges to competitors in the various classes. For the motorbike competitors, it must be particularly challenging, as they are also their own navigators. Car competitors have the luxury of a navigator on board so the driver can focus on the road. Although most of the Mpumalanga roads are in an acceptable condition, a sudden protest action on any of the routes requires calm nerves and planning skills from the organisers. The danger presented in these instances, other than to life and limb, is the possible damage to many of these rare and valuable vehicles. The routes over the three days average between 180 to 200km per day and allowed competitors to explore
the beauty of the Lowveld. This may not sound like long distances, but drive them at no higher than 80km/h, and
the picture changes somewhat. On one regularity stage, one local and well-known Nelspartan, Gary Edwards,
bravely made his way through burning tyres so as to not lose time and incur penalties. He eventually finished
fourth overall. Gary is a regular classic bike racer. So his biggest challenge is to, for this event, slow down from his
normal racing at 180km/h plus, to the required speed of 57 to 80km/h. “It is killing me, but hey, it is an extremely
well-organised and enjoyable event. And the food is excellent,” said Gary. For Fred Viljoen, another local, this
was his 4th Magnum. Fred is more casual about his participation. “I compete, finish where I finish and enjoy the
scenery and the wonderful friendships that are so characteristic of the Magnum.”
Then there is the 84-year-old and spirited Johann Nel and his 1956 Beetle, all the way from Potchefstroom where
he is still active as a part-time lecturer at the university. And yes, “my wife Lallie and I will drive back in the Beetle”.
Johann’s first Magnum was in 1980 on a BMW motorcycle. In 1990 he did the Fairest Cape Rally. “I love the
Lowveld. I used to bring schoolchildren here for walking trails around Pilgrim’s and the Blyde River many years
ago when I was still teaching.” Johann also owns a 1963 1200cc Beetle which he bought for less than what it now
costs to fill his BMW’s tank.

For Allan Schonken, who participated in one of the deceased David Hoff’s cars, a TR3, the Magnum always presents magic. “The scenery
and the friendships are priceless.

Continued on next page
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PAST EVENTS
MAGNUM RALLY

( continued )

Another well-matured and well-known biker, Kevin Robertson, in his mid-eighties, competed in a
1960 Velocette. “Reaction times are obviously not as sharp as they used to be, but I still enjoy these
events. The Magnum is something special,” he chirped with a serious twinkle.

Neil Stander from POMC

Stewart and Larina Mac Gregor

Schalk en Susan van Niekerk

OoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOo
POMC SPRING DAY FESTIVAL 8 SEPTEMBER 2019

6

September 2019

NEWS FROM CLUBS

SANDSTONE PROWL 2019
DAY 1

Arriving at V.C.C on a beautiful early spring morning to have our usual muffins, tea/coffee and, of
course, the long-awaited route schedule.
Clarens here we come.
We had just gotten into the hall when Elsie and Albert arrived in “Puff the Magic Dragon” and were
promptly told to go home and get the “modern tin”.
After the hilarity of the photos being taken with Ryan putting the banner in front of Tyla we were
off with Sheryll showing the guys how to drive up a hill- Vroom Vroom.
At the split to Pietermaritzburg, Dave stopped, leaving us thinking that he had broken down but he
waded us on, then came the oh-so-polite message from Nila to say, ”Dave is just relieving himself!”
Our next step was the Rotunda to meet up with Ian and Ingrid.
Thank you, Colin and Glynnis for braving the very cold and drizzly weather to
see us off.
Turning off the freeway we were on our way through Winterton with the
beauty of the berg, the magnificent Sterkfortein Dam and at the top our lunch stop : “Little Switzerland”.
The pub was a very welcoming place as the warmth of the fire warmed our cold bones. The arrival
of Sandy and Owen completed our Prowl group so now it was off to lunch.
And what a spread it was.
A salad bar with all the trimmings and , yes, Steven, Balsamic Vinegar. First with
capers and lemon/butter sauce , a carvery to die for, but the jewel in the crown
by far was the sweets, oh my word so much to choose from, I’m sure everyone
was more than a few kilos heavier.
The OliviersHoek Pass and the Golden Gate always took my breath away, the sheer
beauty was beyond words.
Upon arrival in Clarens, we made our way to the Maluti Mountain which was

Continued on next page….
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SANDSTONE PROWL 2019
Day 2
We gathered in the dining room for a delicious breakfast, ably assisted by the wonderful staff of
the Maluti Mountain Lodge. A free day ahead, which we always enjoy. Mind you, maybe the
ladies look at with joy, the men (aka Walking Wallets) look at it with trepidation.
We ambled down to the square in our various ways, some by car, some really, really
brave and energetic souls actually walked. We blithely thought we’d park by ‘The
Square’. Ha ha. Not a parking to be had. There was a Market in the Square and the
place was packed. We eventually found a parking, away from some rather dodgy ‘car
guards’ two blocks away and set off on our own mission. As always the only purchases
made were for the grandbabies
After a really interesting mini-prowl round the town, we decided to treat ourselves to a nap after lunch, only to be entertained by the neighbours on the
property next door. These taxi owners who had an impressive sound system in
their vehicle, which they turned up to the max so they could hear their music
properly in the front of their cottage. After about 15 minutes of window shaking, brain rattling thumping, the Gillitts decamped back to town and had a pleasant afternoon
finally doing some shopping.
The highlight of Saturday came after a yummy supper in the form of Line dancing led by
“Twinkle Toes’ Nita. What fun we had. The lounge was cleared for us, and the few
other guests in the hotel were keen to join in, notably “Quick Feet’ Roland. Roland
had obviously done this before, and, together with Nita, we had a wonderful evening
of hilarity, total lack of co ordination in some quarters, and a lot of shaking of heads in
others. Many of the men quickly decamped to the corners of the
lounge, or, later on, to the rugby in the pub, but the ladies (and Steve) carried
on regardless, and had a ball. Mention must be made of Sheryll. This is the first
time we have ever seen her looking anything less than perfectly turned out, no
matter where we are. By the end of this evening, she was decidedly disheveled!
All in the name of fun however, and it was the most wonderful way to spend
the evening. Thank you Nita and Roland (he will be getting a copy of this newsletter) for a great evenings entertainment. Thank you also to Roland’s mom, who (proudly) gave
up her son for the evening.
The end of a great day, including a win for the Boks against Argentina, and
made better by the fact that the neighbours had collapsed, and were silent.

Article printed with permission from Early Car Club Durban

Continued on next page….
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SANDSTONE PROWL 2019
Day 3
Sandstone Visit – Sunday
After a hearty breakfast, Prowlers headed out in convoy for our scheduled visit to Sandstone Estates. This magnificent, awe inspiring collection
is down to one person’s passion for preserving South African Heritage. Wilfred Mole
bought the original farm Hoekfontein in the
eastern Free State, bordering on the Maluti
mountains and Lesotho in 1990’s and began developing an infrastructure which
can accommodate steam trains and coaches, over 700 tractors, military vehicles
& stationery engines.
During the 1990s the Trust took occupancy of the old South African Railways steam workshops at Ficksburg,
located alongside the Transnet Freight Rail Bethlehem to Bloemfontein line. As well as acting as a collection
and restoration point, it also acted as a training college for local young people, who were trained through
the restoration process.
Sandstone now operates a major locomotive
refurbishment programme at its Bloemfontein .
workshops. This is located in the old Steam
Depot which was the home of constant Steam
activity for many decades.
The Trust has 22 locomotives in use on the estate, with another five are under restoration in Bloemfontein.
The farm, now more than 7000 hectares, boasts a 26 kilometre narrow gauge train track
around the mountains while at the same time is a commercial farm producing maize, soy
beans, wheat and sunflowers
We were taken on a tour of the numerous huge sheds by Lee
who gave us some interesting information on various items in
the collection accompanied by the most enthusiastic staffie who obviously
enjoyed the tour as much as all of us.
Our sincerest thanks to Peter Hall who facilitated the tour and the Lee and

Leon for time spent with us.

Pam
Eds: Our very own group of

’49-ers.

→

Article printed with permission from Early Car Club Durban
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SCOTTBURGH CLASSIC CAR SHOW 7th JULY 2019
Contributed by Ty Terblanche
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

OTHER
SAVVA EVENTS IN
2019 ……………..
September 24 th :SAVVA
National Drive It Day
2019 Studebaker Club Show
Sunday 27th October at
Smuts House Irene

Cape Vintage Motorcycle Club
34th Fairest Cape Tour
11th & 12th November 2019
(see page 12 for more details)
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1958 Edsel Citation Convertible… contributed by Leonard Schneider

1949 Oldsmobile Fastback Custom...

1953 Pontiac Sedan Delivery …….

1948 Mercedes Benz A320—W142…...

1958 Edsel Citation Convertible...
By Steve Edwards ~ Santa Rosa, CA
I bought this rust free, California 1958 Edsel Citation in the spring of 1992 and owned it
until 2015. It had a complete mechanical and body restoration in 1995. I drove it about
12,000 miles in those 23 years. Sold this car to a collector who is planning a total nutand-bolt frame-off restoration sometime soon.
They only made 2,800 convertibles in 1958 and only 930 were the top end Citation model. The Citations was discontinued in 1959 due to poor sales. At this point he
end of Edsel was in sight. The last year of Edsel was 1960, and it was 90+% a 1960
Ford. They only sold the 1960 models for about six weeks, then the entire Edsel project
was scrapped. Ford lost somewhere between $250 and $350 million 1958-era dollars,
which would be about $4 Billion today!
Notice the "Teletouch" pushbutton automatic transmission selector in the center of the
steering wheel. Very, VERY unreliable, was discontinued for both the 1959 and 1960
model years.
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Cape Vintage Motorcycle Club
34th Fairest Cape Tour
11th & 12th November 2019

The 34th Annual Fairest Cape Tour 2019 will include both motorcycles and cars and will be based at the Goudini Spa, near
Rawsonville and Worcester, in the Western Cape. Cars and motorcycles will compete on an even footing, over the same course
and, for the most part, for the same trophies and awards. Details of all the awards can be found in the Supplementary regulations which are enclosed with this invitation.
The following is a brief timetable for the event:
Sunday 10th Nov.:

Competitor registration, Documentation and Scrutiny for entrants from 13h00 to 17h00.
Competitors meeting time to be advised in the final instructions.

Monday 12th Nov.:

Start the Competitive event (Day 1) from Goudini Spa.
Start times and numbers will be advised in the final instructions.
First day results will be posted at a time and place to be advised in the final instructions.

Tuesday 12th Nov.:

Start of the Competitive event (Day 2) from Goudini Spa.
Start times to be advised in the final instructions.
The 34th Prize Giving Dinner and posting of final overall results at a time and venue to be advised.

Wednesday 13th Nov.:

Departure of participants from Goudini Spa.

Entries are now open and will close on the 18th October 2019. In order to ensure a smooth flow of documentation, we draw
your attention to the following:
ENTRY FORMS MUST BE COMPLETED IN FULL AND BE PREFERABLY EMAILED, OR MAILED TO REACH US BY THE
CLOSING DATE OF 18th October 2019.
1.

The original of all required documents such as Drivers Licenses, Vehicle Insurance, Indemnity and Club Membership cards must be produced at documentation. (Note well: proof of Vehicle Insurance is now required)

2.

Confirmation of the dating of your vehicle by SAVVA must be available. If you are not in possession of a dating plaque or certificate, a letter from SAVVA confirming the date of manufacture is required. Letters from
individual Clubs are not acceptable.

3.

All monies due per the Financial/Accommodation form must reach the organizers by the closing date of 18th
October 2019.

4.

Please note the request on the entry form for your medical aid and next-of-kin information. We do not wish to
alarm entrants but this information will be of vital importance should it ever be required.

The course will traverse some very beautiful and interesting areas of the Western Cape and will include several mountain passes
which only the Western Cape can provide.
The same types of accommodation, as in the past, will again be available including Slanghoek luxury Villas. The Rondawels will
all be in the same general area as before. These groups are in reasonable proximity to each other with the Slanghoek Villas being slightly further afield. The Rondawels have been upgraded and can sleep a maximum of 5 persons.

Each unit has 2 x Bedrooms one with a double bed and the other with 2 single beds.
( There is a sleeper couch Lounge/Dining area. ) Upgraded Badsberg Flats are also available ( See Financial Form )
The Slanghoek Villas can sleep a maximum of six persons in three separate rooms, one of which has a double bed, and provide
a distinct Lounge and Dining area as well as a built in braai facility. The extended list of available B&B accommodation is again
included. This information is supplied by the Rawsonville Publicity Association but we cannot give any details of their suitability.
They all, however, appear to be of a good standard. All of this accommodation is within about 10kms of the resort. Should you
wish to make use thereof, all bookings and arrangements are your own responsibility.
You will receive confirmation of the status of your entry by return of mail.
We look forward to welcoming you to The Fairest Cape Tour 2019 and hope you will enjoy the event.
With kind regards,

Gavin Allison
Clerk of the Course
Mobile 082 3354005

Email : fairestcapetour@gmail.com

Affiliated to: SAVVA & VMC Ltd. (UK)
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Early Motor Cycling in South Africa
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By Chris Cardwell
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Zurcher’s Great Ride
Out of these conditions largely intensified by certain freakish influences was born the famous “Snowstorm
Derby”, unquestionably the greatest epic as far as this classic race is concerned.
It was during 1920. The race was being run as usual from Johannesburg to Durban, although a side-car
handicap with a smaller entry was being run in the opposite direction at the same time. In Johannesburg it
was bitterly cold on the Saturday morning of the start and the riders faced the prospect of untold miles on a
dirt road which torrential rains, on the previous day, had turned into a slimy bath of liquid mud with raging
streams of water.
Some of the competitors were calling for the event to be called off and a vote was taken with several entrants were in favour of the race going ahead. So, in due course, they were set off.
All the way across the unprotected plains of the Transvaal the riders struggled against the elements with
howling winds, rain and snow which combined froze them to the marrow. Forty two riders started out,
wearing close fitting helmets and balaclava caps and sheathed in muddied oil-skins from top to toe. Broken
handle bars, magneto trouble and sheer exhaustion accounted for early retirals. Others pushed on, often
walking alongside their machines down hills and having to trundle them up the other side.
At length, after eight or nine weary hours, ten riders clocked in at Volksrust – all arriving between 4pm and
6pm. Most of them carried on and by the time they reached the mountainous section on the borders of
Natal they were enveloped in a blizzard, of arctic proportions, with snowdrifts many feet deep and the road
in some places almost impassable.
Percy Flook, riding a Douglas, and Fletcher Owen on an Indian had arrived in Volksrust in second and third
places respectively, turned up at a farmhouse some four miles out of town at about half past five in the afternoon and asked for shelter. They were both utterly exhausted, having struggled down the long hill into
the valley in which the farm lay. They both doubted that anyone could pass them and decided to establish
an unofficial control at the farm and to continue onto Newcastle in the morning. Some three hours later,
Murray, riding a Harley-Davidson, arrived and went to bed in a very poor state.
Nearly an hour later Flook and Owen, dozing around a fire, were told that a rider had gone by pushing his
machine down the hill. They were convinced it was G.T. Taylor, riding a Harley-Davidson, who was rumoured to be the only other rider in the race. A little while late a motor car pulled up at the farmhouse and
Murray’s business partner rushed in to tell the trio it was F.A.R. Zurcher who had gone by on his ‘buzz
box’, a six year old Douglas and with the vowed intention of making Newcastle that night.
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Flook, Owen and Murray struggled into their cold and wet clothing and pushed out after Zurcher. Flook with his light Douglas, a mount which was, like Zurcher’s more ‘portable’ over the bad
stretches or road, was best equipped to chase the indomitable leader, Zurcher. Nevertheless,
he arrived at the control in Newcastle well over an hour after Zurcher.
Monday resolved itself into a grim chase over the Natal roads. Zurcher flew ahead but Flook
gained on him, slowly reeled him in, mile by mile, until at Escort, when he was a few minutes
behind, he broke his handlebars and that set him back. So Zurcher arrived in Durban some forty minutes ahead, having won in the “record” time of 23 hours, 18 minutes and 20 seconds.

More Triumphant Years
The race went on after that, year by year, and although the separate side-car event was
dropped the experiment had proved the advantages of running the event from the coast up. So
from1921, it was run in the opposite direction with crowds lining the City Deep on the public holiday, 31 May when it was expected to finish.
The race actually became a series of short sprints between towns, the competitors being
clocked in at one end and being despatched at the other. The time interval, however, was so
short as to afford no advantage to the riders and any slight easing of the physical strain was
probably more than outweighed by the necessity of making another push start on each occasion. It was also a question of whether a well-tuned engine, nicely expanded to its optimum
working temperature, with all its clearances nicely attuned and joints braced up, would benefit
by those few minutes of leisurely progress through the towns and short wait for the restart, with
the attendant partial, and consequently unequal, cooling.
It was the night stop in Newcastle that caused the most bitter controversy and were the advocates of a one day race. They maintained that with a winner occupying anything from eight to
ten hours, according to the size of the machine, all finishers should be able to get through to the
Rand before dusk and that the two day affair was an anachronism, bringing the event into disrepute overseas.
Whatever the apparent justifications of these assertions, the organisation was adamant, the
strongest reason for the rejection of the one day proposal being that the weary riders would
have to traverse the fastest part of the course, through the dust laden plains of the Transvaal, in
the afternoon, riding directly into the setting sun. It was thought that their consequent blindness
would result in more accidents and, possibly, involve other road users.
It is certainly worth noting that throughout the whole series of ‘Durban – Johannesburg’ races
the high casualty list reflected very few injuries of more than a minor nature and crashes involving members of the public were almost conspicuous by their almost complete absence.
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The race became faster and faster. In 1922, Charlie Young completed the course in just over ten
hours riding a Triumph. Seven years later J.G. Lind roared through the course in eight hours and
eight minutes. B.D.B. Kinsey took a B.S.A. through in seven hours and sixteen minutes in 1933.
Don Hall, then near to peak form, went well under the seven hour barrier the following year.
Then came the super machines, keeping pace with the improvement in riding technique and, so
in 1935, during the penultimate race of the series, Roy Hesketh of Pietermaritzburg, screamed
over the 400 mile course in six hours, fifty one minutes and forty one seconds at an average
speed approaching seventy miles an hour.

Exit the ‘Durban – Johannesburg’
The race had grown. There were people who would travel hundreds of miles just to see the riders
roar by. Unfortunately, the gradual increasing speeds of the riders and machines, together with the
growth in traffic on the main roads, began to present insurmountable problems for the organisers.
They were obliged to introduce silencers to meet the demands of the police and, the difficulty of
framing precise regulations in this respect, led in one case, to the first man home being disqualified on technical grounds.
Opposition rose in various quarters and each succeeding year saw a greater struggle on the part
of the Rand Motor Cycle Club to obtain permission from the Provincial authorities for the event to
continue.
The thousands of spectators who congregated at the start and the finish and swarmed the road for
miles at each end began to present an added difficulty despite the presence of hundreds of marshals who gave their services. The riders of the faster machines who had at either end of the
course to plough their way at eighty miles an hour through a mixed concourse of pedestrians,
spectators and vehicles of all sorts and, who on the more remote parts of the road were endangered by the dust of fast cars, the drivers of which would frequently attempt to race them instead
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of giving way, began to murmur amongst themselves and abandonment of the race was discussed.
Matters came to a head with the fatal crash of Jock Leishman in 1936 and the whole matter was
taken out of the hands of the motor cycling community. The authorities flatly refused to allow the
race to go on.
Efforts were made to reverse this decision, but it held and, so the event passed into the history
books. This event had in the past stimulated many deeds of motor cycling prowess as any other
event in the world had. It will always provide a subject for reminiscence and argument whenever
two or more ‘knights of the open road’ are gathered together to discuss those pioneering days of
motorcycling which were so very different to that of the modern era.

OoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoO
SAVVA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, PRETORIA
7

SEPTEMBER 2019
The SAVVA Annual General Meeting was held at the
POMC. The turnout of member clubs was excellent and
the meeting was successful in every respect.

The POMC must be congratulated on hosting the event. Their contribution to
the meeting including the teas, lunch and suppers was fantastic .
Highlight of the Saturday for me was the delicious bread baked by Suzette du Plooy, a member
of the POMC . Not often are we spoilt with such a luxury…..
POMC also arranged a bus tour for the delegates to view an impressive car museum near
Hartbeespoort Dam.
Thanks must be extended to Berto Lombaard and his committee, and to Frik and Leonie
Kraamwinkel for all their efforts to ensure that everything ran smoothly. Fred , Editor

POMC clubhouse

The delicious bread

Museum
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TRANSPORT WITH A DIFFERENCE

1930 Los Angeles.
One bird power.
Check out those cars in the background

Articles for publication in the SAVVA
AutoNewS are always welcome .
email rascher@futurenet.co.za or
iaminpmb@gmail.com

Fred

