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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Greetings – from the Western Cape. Despite the recent winds, particularly the South Wester, which can be quite an
irritant to residents in the South Peninsula, summer is here, together with an “ easing “ of water restrictions, thanks
to the late rains.
Once again this November – I was involved in organising the 33rd Fairest Cape Tour – which was celebrating SAVVA’s 50th Anniversary - hosted by the Cape Vintage Motorcycle Club, and based at Goudini Spa near Rawsonville.
The Event attracted 42 x Competitor’s, of which there were 25 x Motorcycles and 17 x Motor Cars. What I found
most encouraging was that there were 17 x First Time Competitor’s, equivalent to +- 41% of the field – being 10 x
Motor Cars and 7 x Motorcycles - at a time when all Clubs are lamenting the decline in participants to Rally’s
around the country. Certainly, the CVMC is doing something right in order to achieve this level of new entrants.
Competition was fierce this year – with extremely low error scores on each of the 2 x Days, with changes in the
““Leader Board “ for each day.
Day 1 saw;
1st - Stuart Fergusson ( BMW ) :
2nd - Catherine & Andrew Lewis ( MG-B ) :
3rd – Gavin Walton ( AJS ) :

118
127
132

Day 2 changed with ;
1st – Andrew & Annelie Murphy ( Jaguar ) :
2nd – Catherine & Andrew Lewis ( MG-B ) :
3rd – Jon Lewis ( Norton ) :

73
75
92

Making the Overall Winners – Catherine & Andrew Lewis – with a total of 202 errors, quite an achievement when
covering +- 576 km on a Rally. This is also only the 2nd x Time a Motor Car has won the Rally – the first being in
2010.
From the feedback from Competitor’s – everyone had a great time, with all the 1st x Timers promising to be back
again next year.
So as the “ dust settles “ after a debriefing session, on how to make the event better, and run even more smoothly,
preparations are already underway for the 2019 Event – with the Venue being secured and accommodation prebooked. That’s it for now - Take care, and always ride and drive safely Gavin Allison

More Continental MKIIs and a similar marque
Elizabeth Taylor’s
Continental Mk II
Continental MkII belonged to
Michael Todd, Elizabeth Taylor’s
3rd husband

Marilyn Monroe”s two seater 1956 Ford ThunEdsel Ford’s Lincoln Continental derbird recently auctioned fetched $490.000-00.
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THE VVC CRADLE RALLY
Contributed by Jean Gobie, member of VVC.

Yesterday VVC held such an interesting rally. I know that over the years SAVVA has
been concerned that there are fewer and fewer entries on rallies, so Ian Holmes of
VVC hit on a new and novel idea. He ran what he called the Cradle Rally. The dual
meaning being that he hoped to introduce members of the club who had never rallied
before (beginners) to introduce them to a closed odo rally without any tricks or complications. The second meaning was that it was held in The Cradle of Humankind, just 30
minutes outside Johannesburg. This event attracted 39 entries – bikes and cars and
14 ‘newbies”– and as the distance was less than 100 km the cost for petrol was not
bad. The venue was superb, with plenty of parking and after the rally all participants
and families enjoyed an excellent meal and prizegiving there. From comments everyone, experienced folk and new, all appreciated the huge effort that went into organising
this, and it was fun to watch. Hopefully it will become a regular event.

Cars before the start

Checking the bikes

Countdown to departure

21ST — COMING OF AGE —
SONDER NONSENS VREETSAAM TOER
With thanks to Leonard Schneider, Chairman Early Ford Old Car Club

The Hupmobile etc

Hans Matter’s 34 Buick

Continued on next page
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SONDER NONSENSE VREETSAAM
TOUR

Continued on next page…….

5

SONDER NONSENS VREETSAAM
TOER

Continued on next page…….
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SONDER NONSENS VREETSAAM
TOER

Gert Alberyn’s Model A, Hans Matter’s 34
Buick Coupe, & John McEwan’s Model A

In front:: 34 Buick, 31 Model A, 31 de Soto

55 Pontiac, 59 Zephyr, 58 Austin, 60 Pontiac and 50 Ford

Louis Coetzer’s 58 Chev Impala
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2018 HERITAGE DAY AND

NATIONAL DRIVE IT DAY

Contributed by Basil Chassoulas
Drive to where? Drive to your local Museum.
Heritage Day was declared for 24 September of each year in the new South Africa. That included that all museums should be open on that day. The Heidelberg Motor Museum at that
time opened on Heritage Day with the Friends of the Museum being involved as tour guides
and drivers of the museum cars taking visitors on short trips.
Soon Heritage Day was also made into a SAVVA National Drive It Day.
This was to display your historic vehicle to the public by driving it on the road on that day.
The Friends of HMM would drive their historic vehicles to the museum and park them in a
display area for the visiting public to see. This went on very well for many years till 2004
when the museum finally closed.
The James Hall Museum of Transport was also hosting a similar event as HMM on Heritage
Day. Myself and some other members of the Historic Transport Association would drive to
JHMT on the day with our historic vehicles and park them in the grounds. We would also act
as tour guides to the visiting public.
This year members of Benoni Heritage Vehicle & Engine Club asked member Shawn Tyler to
have the Shawn Tyler Transport Museum open on Heritage Day. The Museum was open and
some motor clubs were invited to take part. The museum was not open to the general public.
About six motor clubs took part and members parked their historic vehicles in a display area
next to the museum hall. Visitors could view the museum exhibits plus the cars on display.
Lunch was in a form of a picnic lunch with a braai fire.
The weather was good and the event was well attended and enjoyed by all.
Next year we are planning the same event but with more motor clubs as more parking ground
will be available. We hope the event grows over the coming years. Motor clubs taking part
were, BHVEC, HTA, Just Wheels, MOCSA, Mental Mini,
A7CSA and others.
Photos show the museum hall and the motor clubs display.
Basil Chassoulas
Member of BHVEC, HTA, PR, VVC, A7CSA, MBCSA, TLR
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THE MIDLANDS CAR CLUB GRAAF
REINET VINTAGE AND CLASSIC CAR
SHOW
Contributed by Ty Terblanche
This event and “tag on” attractions were held in the beautiful town of Graaf
Reinet on Friday and Saturday 28th and 29th September and in conjunction
with the Karoo-lus outdoor festival, being run on adjacent grounds in the town.
The car show was held on the Saturday on the magnificent main oval and
cricket ground of the Union High School – on the west flanked by the famous
Graaf Reinet mountains, just a stones throw across the river, and on the East
by the main school sports pavilion and buildings.
The first attraction for participants, on the Friday, was a 30km drive from
Graaf Reinet, towards Middleberg to visit the farm “Wellwood”, where there is
an important fossil collection to view. A lunch pack was available for purchase
as well.
The Friday evening was taken
up by a splendid cheese and
wine invitation party (much
more like a really substantial
finger supper), in the excellent
Recollection Auto Museum in
the town.
Some 30 vehicles of varying marques
and ages are beautifully displayed in a
superclean showroom, as well as an impressive collection of original enamel
garage and lubricant signs making for a mouth-watering collection of some
hundreds of dinky motor toys, and you had the making a relaxed evening
enjoying this not often seen spectacle.

Continued on next page

9

THE MIDLANDS CAR CLUB GRAAF
REINET VINTAGE AND CLASSIC CAR
SHOW
Saturday dawned as a beautiful Karoo morning – with views forever in the clear air.
Some 70 vehicles eventually were placed in precision rows by marque-, in date order

I was very interested to see a Maserati motorcycle restored after many years
work, and an (I was told), ultra rare Royal Ruby.

Biggest problem was the lack of a good turnout of visitors to the fields.
Ty Terblanche Sep 2018.
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2018 Rendezvous
Toer

Philip Heyns

Sien foto hier onder …...links na regs :
Johann Nel : 1956 VW Beetle
Neville en Susan Koch : 1950 Riley 1.5
Allan en Una Schonken : 1958 Austin Healy
Sprite
Rose and Clyde Wyatt se Rover

Continued
on next
page
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2018 Rendezvous Tour
Rose Wyatt
2018 CLAUDI VAN ROOYEN MEMORIAL RENDEZVOUS TOUR
11-13 October 2018
by Rose Wyatt

Once again this year a small team represented the VSCC (Pmburg) at the Rendezvous Rally held in the
Eastern Freestate. The five couples who participated were:
Martin & Charmaine Schofield (1981 Lancia Beta Spider)
Clyde & Rose Wyatt (1958 Rover P4 90)
Peter & Di Houston (1980 Mercedes 280 SL)
Trevor & Val Lewis (1972 Ford Fairmont)
Fred & Aisne Rascher (2017 Ford Mustang) – SAVVA Representative
Only the Schofields & Wyatts took park in the actual regularity rally, the others following the route as
‘social’ participants (without all the stress of keeping to specified speeds and a sealed odometer!)
We travelled up in convoy on the Thursday morning, via Oliviershoek and Golden Gate – such a beautiful drive - stopping off for breakfast/brunch at the Phatt Chef, on the border of KZN/Freestate. Our stay
was again at Fouriesburg Country Inn, which is always very comfortable and provides good meals. That
evening we had a brief competitors’ meeting at the braai dinner and were handed our route schedules.
Then just after 9am on Friday we set off (one minute apart) on the rally.
The route on the first day took us through to Ladybrand, where we had a tea break (with delicious Danish pastries!) at Cranberry Guest House. From there we drove to St Augustines Priory and were given
a brief history and tour of the property before sitting down to a tasty lunch in their conference venue.
The main point of interest here is a large cave chapel, where early missionaries set up a temporary
home in the 1860’s. This is still a consecrated Anglican Church and it is revered for having been a refuge for a BaSotho prophetess, Mantsopa. Pilgrims still visit regularly and believe the spring water there
has healing properties.
After lunch we rallied back to Fouriesburg and took the chance to relax before sundowners on the veranda and then dinner.
On Saturday we woke up to a very wet day. This time our route took us through Bethlehem to a small
town called Linley. We were greeted by a large contingent of townsfolk who had turned up to see the
vehicles. After refreshments at the juice bar in the hotel, we went on a tour of the town’s small but very
interesting museum, which was brim full of old signs, artefacts and paraphernalia of yesteryear. Our
ages were evident as most of us exclaimed nostalgically “I remember those!”. Of particular interest for
the motorheads was a collection of very well preserved Fords, including a Capri and an Escort, and
some lovely old photographs of street scenes featuring various Fords over the years. Also on display
was some memorabilia concerning their most famous personality, Danie Craven, who grew up there
and began his rugby career in the town.
After a delicious lunch (accompanied by fresh rolls straight out of the oven!) we set off again, with
Clarens as the final destination. The town was crowded, with hardly any parking available. Having been
there several times before, and finding it now too over-commercialised, we didn’t stay to browse and so
after handing in our self-timing sheets and logger, we returned to Fouriesburg for a relaxing afternoon.
At St
Augustines

Lunch at St Augustines

1931 Chev Roadster

Continued on next page
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2018 Rendezvous Tour
(continued)
Now for a word about the actual rallying part of the event. Firstly, because of safety issues, marshals
are no longer posted at various points to record times of the participants passing by. Instead, each
vehicle must have a ‘logger’ which is set up to record these times, using satellite positioning. As a
back-up, we were issued with sheets on which to record our times at specific spots..
On viewing the display of the first day’s results, it became obvious that the loggers had been at fault for
huge time discrepancies of a few of the competitors. We, for example, were shown with a 9-minute
error at one marshal point and 7 at another. This would be impossible, as we would have been passed
by 8 or 9 cars if we were so far out. Apparently the same huge errors were recorded for three competitors, at the same two points. This resulted in the logger results for the first day having to be abandoned and the results were based on times recorded on the self-timing sheets. All credit to Philip
Heyns and his team for the extra time and stress in having to deal with these anomalies.
Another spanner in the works on the first day was a section of roadworks on the route with a Stop-Go
sector, which would have disadvantaged any competitors caught in a Stop sequence. So Philip went
out early to the site and pulled a few strings to ensure that the route was kept open for the rallyists. He
was not so lucky for the return trip and a couple of competitors were held up, necessitating that sector
of the rally to be disregarded for all competitors. All praise to Philip for his effort and for putting up with
some nasty reactions from motorists on the other side who were held up for quite a long time!
At the prize-giving dinner on Saturday evening we were delighted to receive an enormous trophy for
the Best Car post 1954. All Clyde’s polishing and preparing paid off!! Clyde once again entertained
the group with a few tunes on his mouth organ, which went down well.
Competitors travelled from as far afield as Queenstown and Pretoria. Other vehicles participating in
the rally were a Model A Ford, 1956 Beetle, 1986 Golf GTi, a couple of Citroen Light 15s, 1960 Riley
1.5, Austin Healey Sprite, three MGs, Alfa Spider, 1985 Mercedes 200. Others in the ‘social’ group
were a Ford Fairlane Victoria, Studebaker Commander, Volvo 144 and Triumph TR6.
Sunday morning the weather had cleared a bit and we all set off on our separate ways home, having
once again enjoyed the camaraderie of fellow car enthusiasts and the beautiful scenery of the Eastern
Freestate. Our very grateful thanks to the VSCC for sponsorship towards the fuel costs, which is much
appreciated.

Our Rover gave us no trouble, having completed just over 1000 kms on the trip, with an average consumption of 10,9 L/100km (25,9 MPG).
Outside the Lindley
Hotel

Magnificent Fords in the
museum

Ford 1600
Sport

Photo of
the original
Lindley
Garage
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NEWS FROM CLUBS

The celebration Fish Hoek’s 100th birthday
provided members with another opportunity to
show off their cars to appreciative onlookers

14

THE QUEENSTOWN AUTOMOBILE
CLUB HISTORY
Contributed by Peter Hall-Green

The Queenstown Automobile club was founded in 1916 to cater for the interests
of the motoring enthusiasts in the Queenstown area. The club has approximately 100 members and the majority of them has an old vehicle of some sort.
The Queenstown Automobile Club has the proud distinction of being one of the
oldest motor car clubs in South Africa and as such, it has a long and fascinating
history. It was formed in 1916 through the efforts of Mr Claude A Lowe, a land
surveyor who had settled in Queenstown shortly before the outbreak of the First
World war.
Extensive travel in his professional capacity, during the course of the next few
years, gave Mr Lowe the ideal opportunity to compile route maps which were
later published in book form under the name of the Queenstown Automobile
Club. This was the first such publication in South Africa.
The name of the Queenstown Automobile Club changed to QAC ( Queenstown
and Frontier) and later to QAC (Eastern and Midlands) as clubs from neighbouring towns and further afield, which were too small to remain autonomous, amalgamated with the QAC. In each change the original badge, a large "Q" with and
"A" and a "C" in the centre, was retained, while the name embossed along the
"Q" was changed.

In the late 1920s, the QAC and other clubs throughout the country decided to
amalgamate to form a federation which, as a central body, could more efficiently
serve the motoring community. The Automobile Association of Great Britain was
contacted and permission was obtained to become a South African affiliate of
this body. At a meeting convened in 1930 to discuss this issue, the QAC was
the only club prepared to comply with the conditions of affiliation, which were
that the club would lose its identity and all members would become members of
the AA. As a result, the QAC joined on its own and, although the other clubs
soon followed, the QAC can lay claim to the distinction that it 'became the AA
and that the AA in South Africa started in Queenstown in 1930'
A branch of the Border Klaxon Club of East London was formed during 1983 by
some vintage car enthusiasts in Queenstown. By 1983 membership had grown
to 60 and application was to join the South African Vintage and Veteran Association (SAVVA) under the name of the Queenstown Automobile Club, and using
the badge of the original QAC. The QAC was granted the status of full affiliation
to SAVVA at the Associations AGM on 19 September 1987.
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Wes Transvaal Ou Motor Klub Klerksdorp

Citroen convertible

Game Drive Kareefontein

THE HISTORY OF EARLY CAR RADIOS

Continued on next page
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THE HISTORY OF EARLY CAR RADIOS
(continued)
attract attention. The idea worked and he received enough orders to put the radio into
production and he called his first one a model 5T71.
Gavin then decided he needed a catchier name for his product. At that time numerous
Domestic radio and Phonograph companies used the suffix “ola” for their names i.e. Radiola, Colombiola, Vitrolia were three of the biggest. Galvin decided to follow suit and
seeing his radio was to be used in a car he called it Motorola.
A new radio cost $110 uninstalled and a new car about $650. It also took several days to
install the radio as the dash board had to be removed and revamped and even the floor
boards had to be cut into so that batteries could be fitted under them. The installation
manual ran into 28 pages. Because the country was sliding into a depression Gavin
struggled to survive but in 1933 things picked up when Ford began offering Motorola’s
preinstalled at the factory. Another boost was when B.F. Goodrich, a major tyre manufacturer sold them in their chain of tyre stores. At that point the radio, including installation cost only $55. In 1947 they changed the name of the company from Galvin to
Motorola and as we are aware Motorola became one of the biggest names in the world
of radio and communications
But what happened to William and Elmer?
Elmer Wavering continued with Motorola and was instrumental in the development of
the first alternator.
William Lear continued inventing and holds 150 patents which included the 8 track tape
player. What he is really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation. He invented radio direction finders and aided in the invention of the autopilot. He was also
involved with the first fully automatic aircraft landing system.
His most famous invention of all was in 1963 when he introduced the Lear Jet aircraft the
first mass-produced affordable business jet – not bad for a guy who dropped out of
school after the eighth grade.

William
Lear

Elmer
Wavering

17

Maluti Motor Show 2018
From Fred Rascher
What a friendly welcome we received in Bethlehem on Saturday November 10 th when we
arrived at the Maluti Antique Auto and Machine Club’s annual Motor Show. The weather
was fine and not too hot, and the grounds were laid out with ample space for everyone.
There was a well organized full program of events throughout the day including the Spectator Parade of a series of vehicles featuring various classics, clubs and indivduals as well
as Vintage Tractors and 4x4s, all introduced by Stewart Johnson . The Show culminated in
an Open Air Movie at 8pm
We were fortunate to park near the Ford dealer site which also had a silver Mustang on display. Around us were a varied collection of model T’s which attracted a large number of
spectators. It was very interesting to see a few Valiant cars on display. I think people forget that in 1965/6 the Valiant was the biggest selling car in the country. One of the real eye
catchers was the 1931 Desoto roadster in fantastic condition. Being a stationary engine fan
I was very impressed with the display of all the engines running at one time: music to my
ears!
Food stalls were abundant, of good quality and prices not unreasonable. A large social
tent next to the main arena provided welcome seats in the shade for visitors.

From my perspective it was very heartening to see how many young people were involved
in the organization. Congratulations to Tertius and his team for a wonderful day out.

350 Hi-Veld Ferguson

1966 Valiant

Sampie Ortons’s 1931 de Soto
1956 Mercury has been in the same
family since new

1966 Valiant
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Report on the 33rd Fairest Cape
Tour 12th to 13th November 2018
From Gavin Allison
The 33rd Fairest Cape Tour (FCT) has come and gone and happily, appeared to have been highly successful
with 43 participants with 16 navigators and 9 in the new touring class.
There were 26 motorcycles and 17 cars. There were happily no serious mishaps during the event.
The weather was superb on all three days. Unexpected road closures (stop and go) could have been a major
issue but did not appear to bother the riders unduly.
Lunches en route were of a high standard and enjoyed by all and the co-operation of the venues was very good.
The FCT rally was won by Catherine and Andrew Lewis (MGCCCT)
First on Day 1 was Stuart Fergusson (VMC) and on Day 2 Andrew and Annelie Murphy (CHC)
There were 3 non-finishers for the rally
There were 96 at the prize giving dinner and as usual, the staff at Goudini Spa went out of their way to make this
a gala occasion – the decor was attractive and the food was good and served exactly on time.
Live music was again provided for the entertainment of the guests prior to the prize-giving which appeared to be
well received and wine was provided on the tables again this year.
Andy took photographs of all awardees.
Costs for participants have again been kept to a minimum due to being held early in the week but continue to
escalate which could jeopardize this event long-term. Costs have already been contained by using the modern
technology of Loggers and we are fortunate in having a few valued sponsors.
Three bikes were lent to up-country participants which, contained their costs and which we should again consider
and expand on in the future to attract more entries from the less affluent. Mark, Andy and Gavin were generous
in allowing their valuable bikes to be used.
The logistics were not easy for the committee along with everything else that had to be done at the last minute
and we would require more volunteers with both bikes and trailers to step up and assist if this is to work. The riders involved offered reciprocation to us if we travel up North which can only benefit our movement.
A decision was made to again retain the trophies this year which saves cost and irritation all round and which
was met with unanimous approval by the participants, not to mention the committee.
The general consensus from the participants was that the route and the rally proved interesting and enjoyable,
and many compliments were received by the CVMC as the host club. There were no unexpected objections.

Bill Lance on his Indian Scout at the start

Dommie 99 of Tony LyonsLewis at the start
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Fairest Cape Tour 12th to 13th November 2018

COC Gavin Allison with Leigh Ann Miles
and Andre Prinsloo in Morris Minor
Overall winners Catherine and Andrew
Lewis in their MGB

Gavin Allison counting down Johann van
Blerk and Neil Tweedie n the Lotus Europa
Steven Helm & Willem and Edna Fick in
their Alfa

Cheese and Wine evening Day 2

Lunch stop Day 1

Prize giving Dinner

Overall winners Catherine
and Andrew Lewis with Winx
Stead

Tony Lyons-Lewis with
Winx Stead
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Wishing all our readers

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from

Fred , Editor
rascher@futurenet.co.za

DURBAN TO JOHANNESBURG
COMMERATIVE RALLY
15th and 16th March 2019
If you would like to be part of this extraordinary
event, entries for the 2019 DJ Rally are open. Regulations and entry forms are available on
www.classicmotorcycleclub.co.za &
www.vintagemotorcycleclub.co.za
NB NUMBERS ARE RESTRICTED SO BE SURE
TO GET IN QUICKLY !!

