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                               1936 BENTLEY 4.5 LITRE OWNED BY BRIAN LAWLOR   

IN THIS ISSUE ɀ  A VISIT TO THE COLLINGS 
FOUNDATION  COLLECTION IN STOW 

From the Chair, 
 
Dear Enthusiasts, 

I am very fortunate to have been handed the 
reins of SAAVA whilst it is in such great 
shape.  Peter Hall has over the past three 
years not only worked hard to achieve goals 
within certain spheres, but has also managed 
to create a very well balanced organization 
with virtually no political infighting, thank 
you Peter. 

For those who do not know me, I have been a 
member of the Crankhandle Club in Cape 
Town for the past 16 years, served as CHC 
Chairman and am currently President of the 
Club. I grew up as many of us did with a 
Father who was passionate about old cars 
and passed this passion on to me. I have a 
very wide appreciation for cars of different 
origins and ages. I have had a fantastic 
partner in Di Dugmore for the past 30 odd 
years, and together we have taken part in 
and organized many events and Rallies 
including a SAVVA National Event in the 
Cape. 

I have always felt that SAVVA should have 
targets and goals to strive for (as has 
happened with the Periodic Testing and 

NDOT).  In this respect, SAVVA requires the 
feedback from Clubs as to current challenges 
within our movement, or even just a wish list. 
I would urge the SAVVA Representatives to 
canvass members at a Club level and give 
feedback to the Committee as to any items 
we can take on during the coming years. 

We have ongoing discussions re the 
dwindling numbers of entrants in the Rallies 
around the country, and I would really 
encourage participation, as besides being fun 
and good value, these events really showcase 
our hobby to the public. 

7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÅÄ ÁÎ Ȱ%ÖÅÎÔȱ Ω
rd

 Party 
cover and as ÐÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× Ȱ%ÖÅÎÔ %ÎÔÒÙ 
&ÏÒÍȱȟ ÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÓÕÒÅÄ ×ÉÌÌ 
be required to take out this cover for the 
event. Now the good news, the cover costs 
only R50 for SAVVA Members! 

Please ensure the AutoNewS is passed on to 
all of your members. Alex is doing a 
marvelous job and it really is a good read. 

Dave Alexander 

 
 

  

 
 
WEBSITE ɀ SAVVA Webmaster: Peter Hall 
 
We have taken note that our website provider 
has made contact with various clubs 
requesting that they could provide you with 
an updated website or create a website for 
your club. I would like to point out that clubs 
are under NO obligation to go into a website 
ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÙÏÕ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓȢ 
I must also point out that Afrihost gives a 
good rate to clubs and their service is 
excellent. 
 
PLEASE VISIT THE SAVVA WEBSITE FROM 
TIME TO TIME AND KEEP YOURSELF 
UPDATED OF THE CHANGES.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report back to members 
  

PLEASE SEND ANYTHING YOU WISH TO 
PLACE IN THE SAVVA AutoNewS. SEND 
DIRECTLY TO: 
alexander.duffey@gmail.com  
secretary@savva.org.za 
chairman@savva.org.za 
 

mailto:alexander.duffey@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@savva.org.za
mailto:chairman@savva.org.za
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IGNITION COILS 

The following maybe old hat to most of us 
but newer enthusiasts could get caught 
out so letôs look at it again. Incidentally, 
this applies to 12 volt coils only. 
 
Recently, an old friend told the story 
about being on a vintage car run in his 
mid-60ôs sports car when the coil gave up 
and left him stranded. Fortunately, one of 
the other participants had a spare. I 
asked if he had the old one handy which 
he had. As I thought, it was clearly 
marked ñto be used with a ballast 
resistorò. When I pointed this out to him 
he shrugged his shoulders and mumbled 
something like ï so whatôs the difference. 
The difference is very simple ï if you use 
these coils on 12 volts without a ballast 
resistor you will also end up being 
stranded on the side of the road. 
 
If you go to the local scrapyard to retrieve 
a nice shiny coil from a newer model 
vehicle it will invariably be an 8 volt coil 
that requires a ballast resistor. The ballast 
resistor is usually a white porcelain 
thingie attached to the fire wall. These 
coils work such: 
 
When you turn the key to start the engine 
and the engine is turning over you are 
putting 12 volts into an 8 volt coil resulting 
in a much hotter spark. This extra spark 
assists starting especially in cold weather 
or when the engine tends to be ñrichò. 
Once the engine is running and you 
release the key the current then flows 
through a resistor which takes away 4 
volts leaving 8 volts for the coil. If you 
continue putting 12 volts on this coil 
without a ballast resistor it will eventually 
overheat and the windings burn out 
leaving you stranded like my friend was. 
 

 
 
So, when buying or replacing the coil on 
an early car not fitted with a resistor 

ensure it is a 12 volt one. Coils to be used 
with a resistor are usually marked ï ñto be 
used with a resistorò. 
 

 

 

 

JOINT PACKING 

We often take things for granted and 
assume everyone knows everything 
about motor vehicles and their 
workings. However, there are people,  
like myself, who donôt come from an 
automotive background and have to 
learn the hard way, and sometimes 
the expensive way. 
 
Iôm in the process of re-building an 
engine and getting everything ready 
so when it comes back from 
machining, re-boring etc. I can start 
assembling it. One of the tasks is 
cutting gaskets so I donôt have to 
waste time cutting them later on. 
Typical of early cars there isnôt an 
agent where one can buy ready-
made gaskets, so itôs a case of DIY. 
 
I pulled out a roll of Flexoid joint 
packing that I had stashed away 
some time ago to find out it was quite 
hard and unwinding it would have 
torn it to pieces. This would mean 
another trip to the local Midas to 
purchase a new piece. I then 
remembered what a wise mechanic 
once told me what to do many years 
ago. Now, if you are an experienced 
mechanic please donôt read any 
further and go watch TV or something 
as the following will be obvious to you 
and will waste your valuable time. 
 
For the rest of us, there is a simple 
remedy to unravelling hard packing to 
make it useable again and that is to 
soak it in water for a while and it will 
be as soft as a babyôs butt. In fact, 
even if you start off with a nice flat 
piece it still pays to soak it before 
cutting and punching the holes in it so 
it wonôt tear. You will get a much 
better finish. Bottom picture is after 
soaking. 

 
 

 
 

Email address: 
steenvas@kingsley.co.za  

 

Website: www.steenvas.co.za 

 

THREE LOVELY OLD CARS 

 

0ÉÅÒÒÅ $ÉÅÄÅÒÉÃËȭÓ ΧίΩά #ÁÄÉÌÌÁÃ 3ÅÄÁÎ 

 

2ÕÄÉ 'ÒÅÙÖÅÎÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ ΧίΨά (ÉÓÐÁÎÏ Suiza H6 

 

Ali van *ÁÁÒÓÖÅÌÄȭÓ ΧίΦΧ 0ÅÕÇÅot 

 

TECHNICAL TIP - NO: 76 

TECHNICAL TIP - NO: 77 

 

mailto:steenvas@kingsley.co.za
http://www.steenvas.co.za/
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4(% 7/2,$ȭÓ -/34 %80%.3)6% #!2 !4 ΓΫΨ -),,)/. 

Despite the downswing in the global economy there still seems to be a never-ending escalation in old car prices. 
4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÅØÐÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÃÁÒ ÃÁÎ ÎÏ× ÂÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ÂÙ Á ΧίάΩ &ÅÒÒÁÒÉ ΨΫΦ '4/ȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÏÌÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
Paul Pappalardo Collection in the USA for a staggering $52 million. No other details of the sale are known other 
than this and that the car was an ex-racer. Ferrari 250 GTO models have often sold for record prices. In 2011 a 
1962 Ferrari 250 GTO sold for the previous highest price of $35 million; just prior to that another 1962 250 GTO 
sold for $28.7 million. 

                          

                                          1963 Ferrari 250 GTO sold recently for $52 million 

 

ANTIQUE NISSANS ON SHOW 

Recently an unique motor show was organized at a former Marine airbase in Irvine in Southern California, now 
ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ %Ì 4ÏÒÏȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ×ÅÅËÌÙ ÃÁÒ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ#ÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
#ÏÆÆÅÅȱȢ .ÉÓÓÁÎ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÉÔÓ Ȱ.ÉÓÓÁÎ ΩάΦ 3ÈÏ×ȱ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ Á ÎÕÍber of choice older vehicles, 
which are only to be seen in museums in Japan and to exhibit them in the open for people to see and admire. 
Some of the cars exhibited included an early Fairlady, a classic Nissan racer and other rare models. 

                          

                       A few of the interesting early Nissans at the Nissan 360 Show in Irvine. 

 
INTERESTING STORIES 
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From 26-28 September 2013 a 1925 Rolls-Royce Phantom I, which originally belonged to Umed Singh II, Maharaja of 

Kotah, was up for sale at the 6
th
 Annual Barrett-Jackson Las Vegas Auction. Although the auction house originally placed 

sales estimates at $500,000 to $1 million, bidding failed to reach the car's reserve price of $450,000. Known as the "Tiger 
Car," this custom Phantom I was owned by the Maharaja of Kotah until his death in 1940.  

Ordered from Rolls-Royce early in 1925, the chassis was equipped with the standard Phantom OHV 8.0-liter inline six-

cylinder engine and four-speed manual transmission. It was then delivered to Barker and Co. Ltd. of London in August for 

the addition of coachwork built to the Maharaja's specifications. The car was originally used to take heads of state and 

aristocratic hunting parties across the Maharajaôs property in search of big game such as Bengal tigers and elephants. 

Consequently the Rolls-Royce is bedecked with all the equipment a good hunting party needs such as massive searchlights, 

factory-installed racks for hunting rifles, tall tires for increased ground clearance,  the lowest gearing available, to facilitate 

creeping through the jungle and a hidden safe round out the build-sheet. Aftermarket additions include some serious 

firepower. It carries a Howdah gun (double-barreled shotgun-pistol) in the cockpit and an elephant gun mounted to the rear 
bumper. But most impressive is a hand-cranked .450-caliber machine gun towed on a carriage behind the Rolls. 

                         

                                           Two views of the Maharajaôs 1925 Rolls-Royce Phantom I hunting car. 

VOLKSWAGEN KARMANN GHIA TURNS 60 

          

Kartmann Ghiaôs coming off the production line in 1957                                A brand new 1957 Volkswagen Karmann Ghia Coupe in 1956 

!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 6ÏÌËÓ×ÁÇÅÎ +ÁÒÍÁÎÎ 'ÈÉÁ ×ÁÓ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÎÏÒ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÂÙ 6ÏÌËÓ×ÁÇÅÎȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 6ÏÌËÓ×ÁÇÅÎȭÓÍÏÓÔ 
iconic models, whÉÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÁÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ !Ó ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÓȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
made by the Wolfsburg based coachbuilder Karmann from a design by the Italian styling house Carrozzeria Ghia based in 
Turin. It was Luigi Segre at GhÉÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ 7ÉÌÈÅÌÍ +ÁÒÍÁÎÎȭÓ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ Á 6ÏÌËÓ×ÁÇÅÎ-based coupe into reality in 1953. 
While the car was originally to have been a convertible, the first Karmann Ghia, completed in October 1953, was a coupe. 
The car was shown to Volkswagen chief Heinrich Nordhoff and he gave the go-ahead to start production in 1955. From 
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1955 to the time production ended in 1974, 362,601 coupes and 80,881 convertibles (production of convertibles started in 
1957) had rolled off the Karmann line. All these cars used humble Volkswagen Beetle mechanicals with 1.2 to 1.6-litre 
ÅÎÇÉÎÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ +ÁÒÍÁÎÎ 'ÈÉÁ ÐÒÏÔÏÔÙÐÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÅØÉÓÔÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÉÎ 6ÏÌËÓ×ÁÇÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ /ÓÎÁÂÒĲÃË ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ 
out for show from time to time. 

 

"%34 /& 3(/7 !4 4()3 9%!2ȭ3 0%"",% "%!#( ɀ 1934 PACKARD 1108 TWELVE DIETRICH CONVERTIBLE 
 
!Ó ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ 0ÅÂÂÌÅ "ÅÁÃÈ #ÏÎÃÏÕÒÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÚÅÎÉÔÈ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃ ÃÁÒ ÓÈÏ×ÓȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÁÒȭÓ ÔÉÍÅȟ 
being and place in history, not to mention its status and standing. This year 248 cars from 36 states in America and 12 
ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ  0ÅÂÂÌÅ "ÅÁÃÈ #ÏÎÃÏÕÒÓ Äȭ%ÌÅÇÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ΓΧȢΨέέ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ 
charity. The judging process at Pebble Beach is two-fold. Class Judges focus primarily on originality and authenticity, while 
the Honourary Judges direct their attention to design, styling and elegance. In order to win a Best of Show award, the car 
entered must first win its class. This year (2013) the award for Best of Show went to a 1934 Packard 1108 Twelve Dietrich 
Convertible Victoria owned by Joseph and Margie Cassini III of West Orange New Jersey. Runners up included a 1932 Lincoln 
KB Murphy Roadster, a 1934 Hispano-Suiza J12 Vanvooren Coupe and a custom 1914 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost. 
 

   
Two entrants at the entrance to the Pebble Beach facility                                    Best of Show 1934 Packard 1108 Convertible on the rostrum 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BUICK CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA VISITS THE COLLINGS 
FOUNDATION COLLECTION IN  STOW , MASSACHUSETTS - AUGUST 2013 
 

In August 2013 the Chairman of the Buick Club of South Africa and organizer of the Cadillac Chapter, Rudolph 
Nicholson, went to the US and attended both the Cadillac Grand National in Boston, Ma, as well as the Pacific North West 
2ÅÇÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÁÄÉÌÌÁÃ #ÌÕÂȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ #ÁÄÉÌÌÁÃ 0ÉÃÎÉÃ ÉÎ 3ÅÁÔÔÌÅȟ 7ÁȢ The Cadillacs that he saw were spectacular, but he also 
visited two very interesting collections showing older historic vehicles, namely the Larz Anderson Auto Museum and the 
Collings Foundation Collection. 

The idea for the Larz Anderson Auto Museum grew out of a Sunday tradition started by wealthy socialites Larz and 
Isabel Anderson at their Brookline, Massachusetts home. The Andersons would open the doors to their spectacular 
Carriage House on Sunday afternoons and share their mounting collection of marvellous American and European vehicles 
with the public. As their interest in automobiles grew, the Andersons continued to purchase vehicles and retire them to the 
Carriage House once they became obsolete and continued doing this all the way up until the passing of Isabel Anderson in 
1948. The Andersons purchased an automobile nearly every year, acquiring a total of thirty-two brand new motorcars 
during the course of their lives and 14 of them remain in the collection until today. The cars are primarily original and have 
never been restored, which is remarkable to see cars that were used by this illustrious couple during their lives with the 

A VISIT TO THE COLLINGS FOUNDATION COLLECTION IN STOW 



OCTOBER 2013 6 

 

 

scars of daily life adding to their patina. Rare marques like Bailey Electric, Winton Bullet, Rochet-Schneider and Gardner-
Serpollet to name a few are featured in the collection. 

       

Two 1918 Cadillacs at the Washington Stata Cadillac Picnic in Seattle, Wa.             A 1906 Cadillac model M (right) in the Larz Anderson Collection 

The second collection that Rudolph visited was the Collings Foundation Collection, which has some of the most 
important pre-war American Aircraft, classic cars and historically significant race cars in the world.  All are housed in their 
Stow, Ma facility in purpose built buildings  of over 70,000 sq/ft to complement the aircraft collection. Here are some of the 
exceptional old cars in the collection: 

Brass Era 

¶ 1901 Oldsmobile Curved Dash  
¶ 1904 Franklin Type A Roadster  
¶ 1906 Pope Waverly Electric Carriage, original un-

restored        
¶ 1906 Stanley Steamer Touring Car (20 hp)  
¶ 1908 Cadillac Open Roadster Runabout  
¶ 1913 Ford Model T Touring Car  
¶ 1913 Mercer Speedster Raceabout (replica)  
¶ 1914 Stutz Bearcat  
¶ 1915 Buick Touring Car  
¶ 1916 Chalmers Model 120 Sedan  
¶ 1916 Chevrolet Baby Grand Touring  
¶ 1916 Oldsmobile Model 44 Touring Car  
¶ 1919 Willys-Sterns Knight Touring Car  

Roaring 20's 

¶ 1921 Marmon Model 34 Speedster  
¶ 1924 Ford Model T  
¶ 1926 Chevrolet Woody Depot Hack  

 

 

Classic Era 

¶ 1927 Rolls Royce Springfield Phantom 1 Phaeton  
¶ 1928 Packard Model 533 Sedan  
¶ 1928 Chrysler Model 72 Roadster  
¶ 1928 Packard Phaeton  
¶ 1928 Pierce Arrow Series 81 Limousine  
¶ 1929 LaSalle Model 2H  
¶ 1929 Pontiac Model F Cabriolet  
¶ 1930 Cord Model L29 Convertible Coupe  
¶ 1931 Studebaker President  
¶ 1931 Chrysler Imperial Dual Cowl Phaeton 

¶ 1932 Duesenberg SJ Dual-Cowl Phaeton  
¶ 1935 Packard Model 1208, Convertible Sedan  
¶ 1936 Auburn Boat-Tail Speedster  
¶ 1937 Cord Model 812 Phaeton  

Celebrity Cars 

¶ 1940 Cadillac Limousine V-16, owned by Al Capone, 
original un-restored  

 

 

http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1901%20Oldsmobile.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1904%20Franklin.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1906%20Pope%20Waverly.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1906%20Pope%20Waverly.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1906%20Stanley%20Steamer.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1908%20Cadillac.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1913%20Ford%20Model%20T.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1913%20Mercer.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1914%20Stutz%20Bearcat.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1915%20Buick.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1916%20Chalmers.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1916%20Chevy.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1916%20Oldsmobile.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1919%20Willys.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1921%20Marmon.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1924%20Motel%20T%20Ford.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1926%20Chevy%20Depot%20Hack.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1927%20Rolls%20Royce.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1928%20Packard.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1928%20Chrysler.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1928%20PackardPhaeton.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1928%20Pierce%20Arrow.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1929%20LaSalle.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1929%20Pontiac.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1930%20Cord.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1931%20Studebaker.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1932%20Duesenberg.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1935%20Packard.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1936%20Auburn%20Boat%20Tail.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1937%20Cord.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1940Capone.jpg
http://www.collingsfoundation.org/images/AutoCollection/1940Capone.jpg
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SOME OF THE CARS IN THE COLLINGS FOUNDATION COLLECTION IN STOW 

  

1908 Cadillac Open Roadster Runabout                                                 1915 Buick Touring 

   

1927 Rolls-Royce Springfield Phantom I Phaeton                             1931 Chrysler Imperial Dual-Cowl Phaeton 

   

1932 Deusenberg SJ Dual-Cowl Phaeton                                           1935 Packard Model 1208 Convertible Sedan. 

 


